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Information Division, Munitions Building, 
Air Corps. oe S Se Washington, D. C. 





The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel of the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 

---000--- 


FURLOW BILL FAILS OF ENACTMENT 


Due to a legislative jam in the Senate in the last hours of the first 
session of the 70th Congress, caused by the controversy engendered by the 
Boulder Dam Bill, no action was taken on the Bill, H.R. 12814, establishing 
a separate promotion bill for the Army Air Corps. This bill, therefore, is.one 
of the many which remains the unfinished business of the Senate during the sec- 
ond session starting next December. 

As reported in the last issue of the News Letter, the Furlow bill, after 
receiving the unanimous approval of the House of Representatives, suffered a 
major surgical operation at the hands of the Senate Military Affairs Committee 
in that all save the enacting clause of the bill was stricken out. 

The substitute bill, submitted by Senator Reed, of Pennsylvania, reads 
.as follows: 

"That the aggregate number of commissioned officers of the Regular Army and 
Philippine Scouts on the active list shall not exceed the number now or. hereafter 
expressly authorized by law, and all such officers, except officers of the Medi- 
cal Department, chaplains, and professors, shall be designated as promotion-list 
officers. The number of promotion-list officers in each of the grades below 
brigadier-general shall be such as results from the operation of the promotion 
system prescribed in this ect, and shall not. be otherwise limited: PROVIDED, That 
except as otherwise in this act specifically prescribed, the number. of promotion- 
list colonels, lieutenant-colonels, and majors shall not exceed 6 per centum, 8 
per centum, and 26 per centum, respectively, of. the maximum authorized number of 
promotion-list officers of all grades; and the number of promotion-list field 
officers shall not be less than 26 per centum of the maximum’ aerate number of 
promotion-list officers of all grades. 

"Sec..2. That, subject to such examination as shall have naan required by 
authority of law, promotionlist officers in the grades of second lieutenant, 
first lieutenant, captain, major, and lieutsnant-colonel shall be promoted to the 
respective next higher grade when their names appear first in their grade upon 
the promotion list, and when, under provisions of this act, they are credited 
With three, ten, fifteen, twenty, and twenty-six years of service, respectively: 
PROVIDED, That the promotion of lieutenant-cclonels, majors, and captains credit- 
ed with twenty-six, twenty, and fifteen years of service, respectively, shall be 
deferred so long as necessary to prevent the maximum percentages: hereinbefore 
' prescribed for the respective next higher grades being exceeded, and, in so far 
as necessary to maintain the prescribed miniimm of field officers, captains cred- 
ited with less than fifteen years of service shall be promoted in the order of 
their standing upon the promotion list. 
ime "Sec. 3. That to provide the Air Corps for the time being with the minimum 
necessary number of colonels, lieutenant-colonels, majors, and captains, officers 
commissioned in the Air Corps in their respective next lower zrades who are on 
duty requiring them to participate regularly and frequently in aerial flights may 
be temporarily promoted in the order of their relative standing upon the promo- 
tion list in such numbers as will cause the total number of officers then com- 
missioned and serving in the Air Corps in the grade of colonel to be not to ex- 
ceed 2 per centum, in the grade of lieutenant-colonel not to exceed 4 per centum, 
in the grade of major not to exceed 15 per centum, and in the grade of captain 
not to exceed 30 per centum, of the total number of officers commissioned in the 
Air Corps: PROVIDED, That no officer shall be temporarily promoted more than one 
grade. Officers in any grade serving under temporary commissions shall be in ad- 
dition to the maximum limiting percentage for such grade hereinbefore prescribed 
in this act. Officers temporarily promoted under provisions of this act shall 
maintain their positions on the promotion list, shall not vacate their permanent 
Commissions, shall be regularly promoted as prescribed in this act for all other 
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efficers, and each temporary appointment shall terminate upon acceptance of the 
corresponding permanent commission. Officers of the Air Corps holding temporary 
commissions in any grade shall take rank in the Air Corps next after officers of 
the same grade regularly commissioned therein. 

"Sec. 4. Length of service for promotion under this act shall be computed 
as follows: 

First, each promotion-list officer originally commissioned in the Regular 
Arny prior to July 2, 1920, without prior Federal commissioned service, whose ap. 
tive commissioned service shall have been continuous since acceptance of origina] 
commission, shall be credited with the full period from the date of such origina) 
commission; 

Second, each promotion-list officer commissioned inthe Regular Army or Phil. 
ippine Scouts prior to July 2, 1920, who is not included in the category defined 
in the preceding subparagraph shall be credited with a length of service equal ty 
that accredited to the officer of said cetegory whose name appears nearest above 
his on the promotion list; 

Third, each promotion-list officer originally commissioned in the grade of 
second lieutenant in the Regular Army or Philippine Scouts after July 1, 1920, 
shall be credited only with the period of service from the date of such original 
commission: PROVIDED, That each promotion-list officer not included in any of 
the foregoing categories and each officer of said categories whose original rele. 
tive position on the promotion 2ist shall have been changed or affected by sen- 
tence of court-martial, by special enactment, by discontinuity of his active ser. 
vice, or by suspension from promotion, shall be credited with such length of ser. 
vice for promotion as the Secretary of War shall determine to be appropriate to 
his relative position on the promotion list. 

"Sec. 5. That all prior statutory provisions governing the termination of 
active service of officers shall, except as otherwise specifically prescribed in 
this act, continue in full force and effect and be administered as now provided 
by law: PROVIDED, That the limited and unlimited lists of retired officers of 
the Regular Army and Philippine Scouts are hereby merged into one list to be 
known as the Regular Army officers! retired list, which shall comprise the names 
of all such officers who shall have been lawfully retired from active service, 
and hereafter the number of officers who may be retired and careied on said list 
from time to time shall be such as shall result from the administration of the 
. various statutes authorizing such retirement without other limitation: PROVIDHD 
FURTHER, That, excepting section 190, Revised Statutes of the United States, all 
laws or parts of laws restricting the freedom of persons on the retired lists of 
the Regular Army, who are otherwise eligible to accept any civil office or enm- 
ployment, or affecting their retired status or retired pay on account of holding 
any civil office or employment and receiving the compensation thereof, are hereb; 
repealed in so far as they apply to said persons; and any such persons who may 
employed in any civil office or position winder authority of the United States 
shall be entitled to receive the full compensation allotted to such office or 
position without regard to such person's retired pay: PROVIDED FURTHER, That wher 
any officer of the Regular Army or Philippine Scouts shall have served thirty- 
five years or more, including all service counted toward eligibility for volun- 
tary retirement under existing laws, including this act, he shall, if he makes 
application therefor to the President, be retired from active service and placed 
upon the retired list: PROVIDED FURTHER, That when any officer of the Regular 
Army or Philippine Scouts shall have served forty years as a commissioned office 
in active service inthe Army of the United States, or is sixty years old, he may 
without action of a retiring board, be retired from active service, at the dis- 
cretion of the President, and placed upon the retired list: PROVIDED FURTHR, | 
That in computing eligibility for voluntary retirement of officers of the Army 
each officer shall in addition to all service now credited under existing laws » 
credited with additional constructive credit equal to one-half the time, if any, 
that he shall have been actually detailed to duty involving flying except in 
time of war: PROVIDED FURTHER, That flying officers of the Air Corps who become 
physically disqualified for flying duty shall be eligible for retirement for 
physical disability. 

"Sec. 6. That during each fiscal year promotion-list officers who were orig 
inally appointed in the Regul Army or Philippine Scouts prior to July l, 1920, 
or as of that date, may file applications to be transferred from the active list 
in the manner hereinafter provided, and the President is hereby authorized, on 
or before June 30 of each fiscal year, to designate for transfer from the active 
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List from among such apelicente - ‘who shall have been recommended for such trans-— 


fer ‘by a board of general officers such number as shall not exceed 1 per cent of 
the maximum authorized number of promotion-list officers of all grades. 

' “Officers designated for transfer from the active list under provisions of 
this section shall be ordered to their homes as soon as practicable after such 


designation and,upon expiration.of.such leave of absence with full pay as may be 


granted under existing law, shall be transferred to the retired list with retired 
pay at the rate of 23 per cent of active pay, multiplied by the number of com- 
plete years of service, but not exceeding thirty years, with which credited for 
pay purposes, excepting non-Federal service; PROVIDED, That each computation of 
service and pay of ean officer designated for transfer from the.active list under 
this section shall be as of the date of such designation: PROVIDED FURTHER, That 
any officer originally appointed in the Regular Army aseé6éf July 1, 1920, at an 
age greater than forty-five years, may, if he so elects, in lieu of retired pay 
at the rate hereinbefore provided, receive retired pay at the’rate of 4 per cent 
of active pay for each complete year of commissioned service in the United States 
Army, not exceeding 75 per cent of active pay. 

‘NOfficers designated in any fiscal year for transfer from the active list 
shall, for purposes of computations under provisions of this dct, be deemed to 
have been transferred from the active list during the fiscal year in which des- 


ignated, notwithstanding the deferment of. ‘separation as herein authorized. 


"Sec. 7, That except as svecifically provided in this act, nothing therein 
shall be held or construed. to discharge any officer from the Regular Army or to 
deprive him of the commission : which he holds therein, or to reduce the rank or 
pay, active or retired, of any officer therein. ‘The provisions of this act shall 
be effective beginning Juiy 1, .1928, and all laws and parts of laws, in so far as 
the same are inconsistent herewith or are in conflict with any of the provisions 
hereof, are hereby repezled as of that date." 

In the Senate Committee . report, accompanying this bill, it is stated: 

"In the considcoration of this measure the committee has considered the ef-. 
ficiency of the Army .as a whole.as well as of the Air Corps. It-has concluded 
that the best interests of. the national defense will be served by general legis- 
lation for the improvement of the well-known unsatisfactory promotion situation 
in the Army, in the benefits. of which the Air Corps will share. 

"The general legislation proposed by the committee will avoid the complete 
separation of the Air Corps ‘from other branches cf the Army and the ill effects 
that the committee believes would be inevitable with such great disparity in 
promotion as would result from: enactment of H.R. 12814 alone and in the form in 
which it reached the committee.. 

"The amendment proposed by the committee will eventually entirely meet the 
needs of the Air Corps for officers of: the higher grades and will partially meet 
that need immediately. To meet fully the immediate needs of the Air Corps for 
officers in the higher. grades the, committee has uate provision for the temporary 
promotion of flying officers. 

_ "Thus it is believed that in. so far as the Air Corps is cunenntinn the com- 
mittee amendment fulfills. the basic purpose of the original bill. It does so in 
& manner believed far better in the interests of the national defense than the 
original provisions whereby a physical separation of the single promotion list 
and the extraordinary, promotion of the Air Corps would have caused great resent- 
ment throughout the Army and would have been inimical to the efficency of arms 
of the national defense that should cooperate to the highest degree. . 

"The committee is not unmindful of. the wearing effect o: long-continued 
flying and of the. necessity of: some outlet for worn-out flyers. It: has accord- 
ingly made flying officers eligible for. retirement when no longer physically 
qualified for flying duty and has :provided that in the operation of the general 
voluntary retirement - lawsof . the Army flying time be credited as one and one-half 
times its actual duration. Thus 20 years of flying is deemed ae to 30 
years of non-flying service of other officers. 

"In preparing. the. proposed amendment the committee has given. due considera- 
tion to all of the various measures that have been recently introduced and dis- 
cussed relative to ‘promotion. in the Army and in the Air Corps. It has sought to 
bring together and apply all of those basic principles embodied in the bill H.R. 
12814 passed by the House, in recommendations made-by the War Department, in the 
bill (S,3089) recently reported out by the Senate committee, and in the minority 
veport thereon, that are deemed to be in the interests of the national defense. 
It has eliminated all controversial and minor matters, such as the rearrangement 
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and breaking apart of the Army promotion list, the system of examination for 
promotion, the creation of a general personnel board, and others that are merely 
incidental to the relief of the critical promotion situation now existing and 
that may well be deferred for separate consideration. 

"In its present form the bill is believed to cover satisfactorily the basic 
and urgent requirements of the Military Establishment and to do so in a conser- 
vative and economical manner. ” 

"An analysis of the proposed amendment follows: 

"Section 1: This section defines as "promotion-list" officers all of those. 
officers borne upon and promoted in accordance with their positions on the 
single promotion list. 

"It prescribes limitations upon the numbers thereof in the higher grades, | 
i.e., colonels, 6 per cent; lieutenant-colonels, 8 per cent; majors between 13 | 
and 26 per cent. This section corresponds to and embrases the principle of sec. 
tion 1 and part of section 3 of S. 3089, and of section 1 of the proposed minor. 
ity substitute therefor. 

"Section 2: This section prescribes the normal schedule of promotion to ap- 
ply to all promotion-list officers. The schedule is to first lieutenant after 
three years of commissioned service, to captain after 10 years, to major after 
15 years, to lieutenant colonel after 20 years, and to colonel after 26 years, 

"It harmonizes the various schedules proposed in all other bills. 

"Section 3: This section prescribes that temporary promotion for Air Corps 
officers that is essential to meet the needs of the Air Corps for officers in 
the higher grades. It embodies the basic principlesof H.R. 12814 without caus- 
ing a separation of the present single promotion list. It is a satisfactory sub- 
stitute for sections 1 and 2 of H.R. 12814. " : 2 ee 

"Section 4: This section prescribes the method of crediting service for 
promotion, embodying the principles of both §. 3089 and the proposed minority 
substitute therefor. 

"Section 5: This section contributes to the acceleration of promotion and 
reduction of the World War hump by providing for full use of existing retirement 
laws with such amendments as will make them more effective. It also provides 
for a reasonable credit toward retirement for the flying service of Air Corps 
officers and for retirement of those physically disqualified for flying. 

"The section embodies the principles of S. 3089, of the proposed minority 
substitute therefor, and of section 3 of H.R. 12814. 

"Section 6: This section contributes materially toward reduction of the 
World War hump by affording an opportunity for voluntary retirement of officers, 
with graded retired pay. It corresponds in principle to S. 3089 and to the pro- 
posed minority substitute therefor. 

"Section 7: This section prescribes that the act be effective July 1, 1928, 
and repeals all conflicting laws." 

The following amendment to the bill (H.R. 12814) was intended to be proposct 
by Senator Black: 

"Sec. 8. That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to cause 
the promotion list created pursuant to the provisions of section 24a of the Amy 
Reorganization Act of June 4, 1920, to be revised and rearranged in the follow#- 
ing respects and particulars: Persons appointed as ceptains, first lieutenants, 
or second lieutenants under the provisions of section 24a of the Army Reorganiza 
tion Act of June 4, 1920, shall be placed in the respective grades to which they 
were originally appointed, according to commissioned service rendered between 
April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918, among the captains, first lieutenants, and 
second lieutenants, respectively, of the Regular Army and Philippine Scouts as 
of June 30, 1920, who were originally appointed since April 6, 1917, according 
to commissioned service rendered by them between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 
1918, and where such commissioned service is, or was, equal the officers shall 
be arranged in their respective grades according to age, the oldest first: 
PROVIDED: That any captain or first lieutenant of the Regular Army as of June 
30, 1920, who is now in a permanent grade lower than then held shall, in such 
rearrangement, be considered to be in the grade now held: PROVIDED FURTHER: 
That intraclass relati.s arrangement and contiguity of each United States 
Military Academy class vivhin such rearrangement shall not be disturbed, each 
class being treated for the purpose of this rearrangement as a unit and as in 
the permanent grade held by the majority of the class on June 30, 1920, and as 
of the age of the oldest member of each class." 
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The Furlow bill was consilered on the floor of the Senate on May 23rd, and 
the following debate ensued thereon: 

MR. ROBINSON of Arkansas: Mr. President, I think this bill should be con- 
sidered and acted upon by the Senate. I desire, however, to bring to the atten- 
tion of the Senate the fact that the original bill as it passed the body at the 
other ‘end of the Capitol, H.R. 12814, aimed to correct what is alleged to have 
been the injustice that has long teen recognized as existing among the Air Corps 
officers. The House Committee on Military Affairs made a prolonged study of the 
personnel of the Air Corps. They reportea this bill. A similar bill was intro- 
duced in’ the Senate. The House of Representatives cn May 7, I think, passed this 
bill unanimously. The Senate Committee on Military Affairs struck out the entire 
House bill, and inserted other provisions only remotely related to the subject 
matter of the original House bill. 

I point out the fact that the House bill had the approval of the Secretary 
ef War, the Assistant Secretary in Charge of Aviation, the Chief of Staff, the 
Chief of the Air Corps, and I think it has also the practically unanimous in- 
dersement of fliers throughout the country. Colonel Lindbergh appeared before 
both the Senate committee and the House committee and made a general statement 
in support of the px.poses of the bill. He did not attempt to analyze the de- 
tails of the bill, but was in hearty accord with the intention to create a sep- 
arate promotion list. 

I wish to inquire of the Senator from Pennsylvania whether he can not see 
his way clear to retain the House provision? 

MR. REED of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, there is very much in the idea 
of the House committce and the original bill that is meritorious, and we tried 
to preserve that in the Senate substitute; but we were all convinced that we 
could do no worse service to the Air Corps than to give it a separate promotion 
list, distinct from the promotion list of the rest of the Army. 

We have tried to retain, and have retained, in the Senate substitute, the 
items of compulsory prcmotion after a certain number of years of service, and 
we have also, as the Senator will see in Section 3, given to the Air Corps the 
necessary number of higher ranking officers by temporary promotions which will 
fill the gaps of which Colonel Lindbergh spoke. He appeared also before the 
Senate Committee, and with his main thought we were all of us in sympathy, but 
we all decided that it would be doing a poor service to the Air Corps to single 
it out as the peculiar beneficiary of special promotion legislation. 

I might say to the Senator that the subsititue bill which is reported for 
the Furlow bill met with the unanimous approval of the members of the Committee 
on Military Affairs. We differ in our views about details, but on this substi- 
tute we are unanimously in accord. 

MR. KING. Mr. President, will the Senator yield? 

MR. REED of Pennsylvania. I yield. 

MR. KING. I am compelled to state to the Senator -- and I do it with muc! 
regret -- that the junior Senator from Alabama (Mr. Black) was detained, and he 
asked me to object to this bill. I forgot it, and I am just reminded by Colonel 
Halsey of my promise that if the bill came up I would interpose an objection. 

THE PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being interposed, the bill will go 
over. 

MR. REED of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, if the Senator will permit me, 
before we go to the next bill -- 

MR KING. I withold my objection. 

MR. REED of Pennsylvania. The Senator from Alabema is in hearty accord 
with the provisions of the substitute bill, but he wishes to offer an amendment 
to it, adding to its provisions, not changing them, but adding to them, and in 
his absence I have nothing to do but to acquiesce. 

MR. KING. I hope the Senator will pardon me for interposing the objectio» 

MR, FLETCHER. Mr. Fresident, the Senator may state also that this substi- 
tute meets with the approval of the Air Corps. 

MR. ROBINSON of Arkansas. That is not the information which has come to r 

MR. BLAINE. Reguiar order! 

THE PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerk will report the next bill on the cal. 
endar. The Senator from Arkansas can continue to hold the floor, however. 

MR. ROBINSON of Azkansas. I wish to conciude my statement. Of course, if 
the Senator from Wisconsin insists, I shall wait until the next bill is called 
before I conclude my statement, but I apnrehend he will not take that course. 

My information is that the Air Corps would prefer the substitute to no 
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legislation, but that. they have never abandoned their advocacy of what is know 
as the Furlow bill. They favor that, and they would like to see it passed.: tr 
I am incorrect about that, the Senator from Pennsylvania can say so. 

MR. REED of Pennsylvania. I think the Senator from Arkansas has stated the 
facts exactly, but the committee tries to look at it from the standpoint of the 
Army as a whole, and we are convinced that it would not be for the interests of 
the Air Corps to adopt the Furlow bill without a change. 

Senator Reed attempted to bring the Furlow bill up for consideration on 
May 26th, but objection was interposed by several members of the Senate, and for 
a time the bill was held over. Later Mr. Reed moved that the Senate proceed to. 
the consideration of H.R. 12814. The yeas and nays were ordered, and the result 
was 16 yeas and 51 nays, 27 not voting, so ‘the motion of Mr. Reed was eer 

‘What the prospects are for the passage of the bill at the next session of 
Congress it is impossible to say. Time alone will tell. 

---000--- 


FISH TREATED TO AN AIRPLANE RIDE 
By A. M. Jacobs 


Some 27,000 fish accompanied Lieut. G.P. Tourtellot from Selfridge Field, 
Michigan, to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on May 10th. No, "Turk" was not re- 
sorting to "fish stories", nor rere they, in this case, a mental sarah 
They were real baby brook trout. 

Bright and eaiiy on the morning of the tenth, "Turk" took off in the Fokker 
C-2 Transport for Celfridse Field, where upon arrival txenty 10-gallon cans were 
put abiard the plane. In the tins rode the 27,000, fre i from the Goverrnent 
Fish intcheries of Michigen. "Turk" piloted them to Is;,ton, landing av Vright 
Field at about 3:CO p.m. At the field waited a lot of -mall boys in grows-up 
attire, eager to help deposit <he newcomers in the stroums of Wright Field, 
which are tributaries to the Mai River. Motion picture and news reel represen- 
tativos were on the spot to photograph the proceedings, for it was the first 
time fish had ever been treated to an airplane rice. I+ was also interesting 
to find that, as a result of the new mode of transportation which shortened con- 
siderably their time of incarceration in the tins over any other mode that had 
ever been employed for'a like Cistance, very few deaths had occurred. Usually 
when such quantities are sent from place to place almost half. the number are 
lost. 
We have not so far caught the boys digging for angle worms or venturing 
forth with line and rod. Perhops they're going to give the little things time 
to grow... Bnt a certain inteniness has been noticeable in the inquiries concern- 
ing those fish, ard we si.culdn't be surprised if the wilds of the Mad River 
became somewhat more culvivated a little later on in the season. 

---00o---- 


€SNIRAL GIBBS VISITS THE MATERIEL DIVISION 


Major-General George 5. Gibbs, Chief eT Officer of the Army, recently 
visited Wright Field for the purpose of inspecting Signal Gorse work carried on 
at the field and equipment, especially that concerned with radio in its applica- 
tion to air work. General Gibos spoke of himself as being e "new general", his 
appointment dating only from January first of this year, and being new, he said 
he had decided to get into actual touch with the various phases of Signal Corps 
work being carried on throughout the country. Wright Field was one of a series 
of stops on a tour which had also included Atlanta, New Orleans, San Antonio, 
El Paso, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, Salt Lake City, Denver, Kansas. 
City, Fort Leavenworth, Omaha, Minneapolis, Madison and Chicago. He spoke of 
the interest of Seattle as a Signal Corps center, since there is situated there 


the headquarters for the operation of the only comminication systems in existenc. 


for the male vast territory of Alaska, all umer the direction of the Signal 
Corps. 

General Gibbs was most interested in the Materiel Division "Flying Labora- 
tory" for radio experimentation, and considered the work being carried on within 
it of the utmost importance. There could be no practical radio development for 
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air work without such a plane for experimental purposes, he said. During the day 
he was given a flight in it, holding a two-way conversation with the ground by 
radio telephone. The radio beacon was also demonstrated for him and he declared 
it a positive guide over the course they flew. 

---000--- 


ONE PERFECT FLIGHT 
By A.M. Jacobs 


A new Fokker passenger plane,built for the Western Air Express Company for 
use On a commercial air route between Los Angeles and San Francisco, took off 
from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, May 15th, carrying in addition to the regular 
crew who were ferrying the plane through to the coast Lieut. and Mrs. Curtiss 
Moffat, of Wright Field, and several local passengers, among them the writer. 

It was one of those spring mornings when it was good to be alive and better 
to be in the air. At 2,000 feet the big plane rode triumphantly without a 
quiver, allowing those within the cabin to move about sociably and to investi- 
gate all those details devised especially for the safety and comfort of trans- 
porting passengers by air. In many ways other than size, this big F-10, powered 
with three 400 h.p. Wasp engines, struck us as being superior to its younger 
sister, the Wright tri-motored F-7. Three-bladed instead of two-bladed steel 
propellers are used for the purpose of reducing engine vibration. It seemed to 
work, for no vibration whatever was apparent in the cabin, which was further in- 
sulated with balsa wood for the same purpose and also to shut out the noise. The 
latter, indeed, seemed mch diminished and, although comfortable conversational 
tones were rather drowned out, one could taik, and the necessity one felt in the 
F-7 for stopsing the ears with cotton was non-existent here even with the high- 
powered motors. . 

Hugh Wells, the Western Air Express pilot, invited Lieut. Moffat to share 
the cockpit with hin, the control wheel being capable of being pivoted quite 
easily from one to the other. There was a certain beauty in the extremely 
slight amount of control necessary for cruising at 110 miles an hour at 2,000 
fedt. A hand on the wheel, a slight turn now and then avay from neutral aileron 
adjustment - certainly nothing as great as the motorist's efforts at the ordin- 
ary driving speeds on the ground. The cabin chairs were by far the most com- 
fortable we had ever struck in an aerial conveyance, deen, well-cushioned, and 
with nice support for the back. One could imagins napping in them for comfort- 
able hours without distressing cricks in the neck. 

The F-10 carrics twelve passengers, not including the two pilots. We were 
told extra chairs could be added for four more. It is planned to serve lunch 
to passengers during flight when in regular operation. The plane will cut to 
four hours a journey which the fastest trains make in twelve. We rather envied 
California those planes. They almost convinced us that that mythical day of air 
passenger transportation might really have dawned in this country at last. 

Mr. Ide tells us that in Europe they are mfliing cat noise almost com- 
pletely in the nevest passenger planes. That met de an early improvement here. 
High-powered motors in close nroximity are such shattering things to nerves. 
Criticism of flying because of the noise has an element of unfairness ,however, 
for certainly one does not hear complaint against the railroad on that score 
and not even comparative noiselessness has ever been attained in that field of 
transportation. 

They put some of us down at Indianapolis. Clouds lowered ahead and the 
weather reports were not favorable. We had probably enjoyed the perfect portion 
of the day's flight, which D.R. Lane, in charge of the flight, hoped would take 
them to Kansas City by night. Beyond, the shiv would probably be bumping and 
rolling in the rough air, and Pilot Wells and Lieut. Moffat would be busier at 
the controls. But we watched it take off, circle for altitude and head west 
into the storm with a lump in the throat, and we understood the sailor wanting 
to stick with his ship,no matter how turbulent the waters,to its journey's end, 
no other experience in life promising half the interest at the moment. 

---000--- 
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CAPTAIN BAUCOM DIES IN AIRPLANE CRASH 


Captain Byrne ¥. Baucom, Air Corps, surviving member of the famous team of 
"Erwin and Baucom," which during America's participation in the World War was 
known as the "terror of the Western front," was killed in an airplane crash near 
Douglas, Ariz., on May 30th. Cantain Baucom, leader of a formation of three Dg 
observation planes, was on a flight from San Antonio, Texas, to his post at 
March Field, Riverside, Calif., when forced to make a Janding. As the plane 
came to earth the wheels struck an obstruction. The passenger, Lieut. Harry 
Leubberman, Cavalry, was thrown clear, and the ship turned over, bursting into 
flames. Captain Haucom was unable to extricate himself from the flaming ship. 

The deceased airman was well known in Washington, having served two years 
in the Office Chief of Air Corps and for about six months at Bolling Field. He 
was detailed for duty at March Field on Sept. 25, 1927. 

With Capt. Erwin, who lost his life while making a search over the Paéific 


for two contesting planes in the Dole race to Hawaii which had disappeared, Capt. 


Baucom emerged from the war with one of the most brilliant records obtained by 


any military aviator. As occupants of a two-seater observation plane, the scope . 


of their operations, absolutely fearless and death-defying, became known to ‘he 
enemy, and they were feared more than any other allied plane on the front. The 
two airmen - Erwin the pilot and Baucom the observer and machine-gunner - were 
inseparable companions. They carried out maneuvers which today are embodied in 
the new branch of military flying mown as "attack aviation", although their 
primary purpose was to go in search of information. They stepped far beyond 
this theoretical purpose, and for their efforts were lauded in glowing terms by 
the government for setting up "an insviring example of courage and devotion to 
duty." Both received the Listinguished Service Cross with Oak Leaf Cluster and 
the Croix de Guerre. 

The "team" shot down eight enemy planes, but that was not their mission or 
purpose. Their determined duty was to harass ground troops with machine gun 
fire and smail bor s; break up batteries; destroy lines of communication and ob- 
tain information as to the eneicy's activities - all while flying along at a low 
altitude. Approaching a target, Erwin would dive and open up with his fixed 
guns in front, spraying the area in front of him. Then he would pull up ina 
zoom and Baucom in the back seat, operating two guns, would repeat the deadly 
rain of fire. These maneuvers they carried out in the Chateau Thierry and St. 
Mihiel offensives, flying under the worst possible weather conditions. 

On one occasion they established contact with Infantry patrols and in the 
course of this procedure drove off two enemy planes about to pounce upon an 
American balloon. Then they attacked a German battery in face of a withering 
fire from the ground; dispersed the troops, killed a German officer seeking to 
escape on his horse and kept the other soldiers prisoners in their dug-outs un- 
til the arrival of the American soldiers. 

In the Sedan, six days before the Armistice, they won their oak leaf clus- 
ters. Baucom, against the advice of experienced and superior officers, undertool 
@ reconnaissance flight to obtain more infcrmation that he thought would be of 
much assistance to the American forces. Fling conditions were at their worst, 
but he and his partner pushed on at a nerilously low altitude. Their plane was 
riddled with mllets. Beucom, while obtaining the desired information, "poured 
deadly fire upon the enemy troops," so a citation reads. Not satisfied with 
accomplishing the object of their mission, they dropped upon a detachment of 
German soldiers that were holding back an American advance and quickly scattereé 
them, thereby giving the offensive troops a clear road. The. the engine quit 
working. At the low altitude they had to land instantly, and into a rock strem 
field they went. Safe on the ground, they were soon attacked by the German 
infantrymen. Baucom, operating the machine gun, succeeded in beating off an at- 
tack by the enemy in force. With a revolver and German grenades which they 
found in an enemy emplacement, he and his observer worked their way back to the 
American lines with valuable information, repeatedly subjected to enemy fire on 
their way. 

The Commanding Officer of the lst Aero Squadron, recommending Captain Bauct” 
for promotion, stated: "Since joining this Squadron, Lieut. Baucom has establisi- 
ed for himself a truly remarkable record for bravery, perseverance and results. 
Easily one of the best observers in this organization, he is at the same time @ 
Army officer of the highest order." 

The death of Cantain Boeucom is a distinct loss to the service. The Air 
Corps News sends it coldolences to his bercaved family. 
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THE RELIEF FLIGHT TO TEX FAR NORTH 


Two Amphibian airplanes took off from Dolling Field at 4:45 p.m. on May 
lith for Miller Field, Staten Island, N.Y., one being piloted by Licut. Muir S. 
Fairchild, with Major-Genoral Jains EB. Fechot as passenger, and the other by 
Captain Ira C. Eakor, flying solo. The purpose of the trip was to pick up Mr. 
fred Melchoir, Junkers pilot, and transport him to Greenly Island, where the 
Trans-Atlantic plane "Sremen" landed some weeks before. 

The plan »roposed was to fly the two Amphibians to Greenly Island and, if 
it was found on arrival that a landing would be i:possible on account of float- 
ing ice, to drop Mr. Melchoir in a parachute so that he might fly the Sremen" 
from its icy resting place. 

The airmen landed at Miller Field at 7:00 p.m. the same evening, where they 
were joined by Mr. Melchoir, and proceeded the next day to Boston and from there 
to St. Johns, New -runswick, N.S. Here disaster overtook them, for Lieut. 
Fairchild was taken seriously ill , and it was necessary for Gencral Fechet to 
request a relief pilot from Bolling Field. 

Lieut. Elwood R. Quesada was selected to fill the gap, and he left Bolling 
Field at 10:45 a.m. on the 13th in an 0-1, piloted by Major Howard C.Davidson, 
Post Commander, arriving at Zoston Airport at 3:55 p.m. the same day. Here he 
was immediately transferred to an Amphibian plane, piloted by Lieut. Richard E. 
Cobb, who was in readiness to take off as soon as the transfer was completed. 
leaving Joston at 4:00 p.m., they landed safely at St. Johns at 7:45 p.n. 

From St. Johns the airmen hopped to Pictou, N. S., where they were delayed 
for some time by bad weather. When the weather cleared, they:ileft for 
St. Georges, N.F., from which point the last leg of the relief flight carried 
then to a point on the mainland, noar Greenly Island, to which the 3remen had 
been moved. Floating ice prevented a landing, and consequently Mr. Melchoir 
used his parachute, landing safely close to the Bremen. "We saw him get up and 
walk off, waving to us," General Fechet stated later. "It certainly was a 
beauty of a parachute shot. The Captain landed his man within 100 feet of the 
sremen, in one of the best landings by parachute I have ever seen. We didn't 
have much time to observe at ninety miles an hour, even at 150 feet, but we 
thought the Bremen looked on the outside to be in excellent condition." 

After observing Melchoir's safe landing near the Sremen, the Army planes 
returned to St. Georges, N.F. From there they flew back to Pictou, N.S. to 
await the expected arrival of the Bremen and escort the ship on its projected 
flight to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Unfortunately for everybody concerned, the attempt to bring the Dremen to 
New York under its own power proved unsuccessful, as in an attempt to take off 
the plane crashed and was "40 percent demolished", according to the pilot's 
report. He himself "jumped and landed safely 100 yards from the "Dremen." 
Melchoir asked that the two Army planes return to the Strait of 3elle Isle to 
take him out, but General Fechet said such a trip would be useless, as the 
presence of floating ice in the strait would prevent them from alighting in the 
water and there was no suitable landing place on the mainland. 

General Fechet announced that the Army planes would take off on May 2lst 
for Washington, stopping at Boston and New York en route. He will take Colonel 
J. Welsford MacDonald, of Pictou, Commander of the Pictou County Highlanders, as 
passenger. Latest reports received indicate that the planes were forced down 
by heavy rain near Pictou, N.S. 

The Army flyers arrived at XColling Field at 7415 ».m. May 25th. The last 
hop of the homeward flight was made from Zoston. 

---000-~- 


ARMY FLYERS LECTURE TO SOSTON YOUNG MEN 


In a talk on May 16th at Boston, Major Ira Longanecker, Chief of the Infor- 
mation Division, Office Chief of Air Corps, told more than 100 members of the 
Soston Signal Post, American Signal Association, of the unusual opportunity now 
being offered the young men of this country to receive training at the flying 
Schools maintained by the Army Air Corps. A film "Flying Cadets" was shown in 
connection with Major Longanecker's lecture. Lieut. Arthur I. Ennis, of the 
Information Division, who with Major Lonsanecker made the trip to 3ostin in an 
a plane, delivered a lecture on the communications system in use by the Air 
Orps. 
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THE AIR CORPS DEMONSTRATION AT POPE FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


On Saturday morning, May Sth, the first of the Air Corps Demonstration 
Group arrived at Popé Field, Fort Brags, N.C., from Langley Field. Six trans. 
ports, each carrying a full load of men, arrived shortly after 10:00 a.m, in 
order that preliminary preparations might be made for the arrival of some 65 or 
70 ships later in the day. 7 

The Third Attack Group, Mojor Frank D. Lackland in command, arrived at 3:45 
p-m. The trip from Langley Field included a 5-mimate rendezvous at Raletgh,N.¢,, 
where, with the assistance of the First Pursuit Group, a simlated attack was 
made on that city. 

The Pursuit Group, Major Thomas G. Lanphier in command, arrived at 4:00 p.n,, 
after having attended to the unfinished business of several additional attacks 
upon the peaceful city of Raleigh. With the arrival of each group, the available 
landing area of Pope Field diminished until it appeared almost necessary to use a 
portion of the newly graded area upon which the contractor had been working for 
the past month, 

_ The Air Corps Headquarters Staff included Brigadier-General B.D. Foulois, 
Major Carl Spatz, Major Adlai H. Gilkeson, Captains Frank O'D. Hunter, Harold ¥, 
McClelland, Lieuts. Ennis C. Whitohéad and John B. Upston. The War Department 
General Staff was represented by Brigadier-General Frank Parker and Major John 
B. Brooks. 
~.Zents were provided for the officers and enlisted personnel, the officers 

messing at the Officers' Club and the enlisted men in a temporary mess in their 
area in the C./.T.C. Camp. All transportation and messing facilities were pro- 
vided by the 4rtillery. It enough can be said of the efficient manner in which 
the transportation and mess arraigements were carricd out, for at no timo was 
there any complaint or delay from that source. To Lieus. M.F. Wakefield, F.a., 

who was in charge of mess and transportation, and to his mess sergeants, cooks 

and drivers, the Air Corps has nothing but words of praise to offer. 

Sunday morning was spent mostly in completing the riogram of events which 
was to take place on Monday. By three o'clock in the afternoon some twenty of 
twenty-five thousand people had arrived at the field to inspect the planes. At 
noon 1800 automobiles had been counted at the main entrance of Fort Bragg. 
License plates were noted from almost every town ir this section of the State, 
also many from neighboring States. The thousands cf visitors were more than re- 
warded for their trin by the exhibition of aorial ecrobatics given by Licuts. 
I.4. Woodring, W.L. Cornelius and J.J. Williesms, all of the lst Pursuit Group. 
As one of our local newspapers describes their flying, "their repertory of aerial 
acrobatics beggared the imaginations and baffled description." 

Secretary of War Dwight F. Davis arrived at 9:25 Mo-day morning. Governor 
Mclean and Mayor Cook of Fayetteville wore also on hand to witness the program 
from @ point on Vaughn Hill. 

A brief summary of Monday's program is as follows: At 10:00 a.m., an attack 
on targets representing a battalion of horse drawn field artillery on the march 
was made by a squadron of attack aviation. It was assumed that the artillery had 
had no warning of the attack. Seventeen-pound fragmentation bombs were used with 
excellent results, it beinz concluded that the bombing was approximately 70% ef- 

.fective. For example, in one section 13 out of 14 horses were "casualties" but, 
of course, this was an exceptional case. Inasmuch as the targets were all 
placed in a heavily wooded area, machine gun fire from the planes had little or 
no effect. At 10:30 a.m. the attack planes, which had been dcing considerable 
damage to the ground troops, were themselves attacked by a group of pursuit 
planes assumed to be attached to the ground forces. This attack brought excla- 
mations of praise and astonishment from the thousands of spectators grouped 
about Vaughn Hill. 

At 11:00 a.m. there was an assimilated attack by both Pursuit and Attack 
planes on a battalion of light horse-drawn artillery on the march. Following 
closely on the heels of this attack, three attack planes laid down a smoke 
screen around a battalion of field artillery which wes on the march. This was 
also a surprise for the spectators, as many of them knew little of the methods of, 
laying a smoke screen or the value attached to it. From 12:09 noon until 2:00 
p-m., all planes were on the ground at Pope Field for inspection by the visitors. 

At 3:30 p.m., another attack was made by the attack planes, this time on a 
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pattalion of light horse-drawn artillery on the march, with its air observation 
and security elements in anpropricte positions. The attack:aviation was approxi- 
mately ten miles away and was advised of the location of the battalion and pro- 
ceeded to attack it. Thirty-fivo seconds clapsed from the time the hostile avia- 
tion was discovered until the actual attack began, and in these thirty-five 
seconds the artillery, as it wis supposed to do, literally "took to the woods." 
Again, seventeon-pound fragmentation bombs were used with excollent results, but 
officers of the Attack Group claimed that mich better results could have been 

nad if the new thirty-pound fragmentation bomb had been available for this attack 
The Artillery was, cf course, not completely destroyed by this attack, for after 
a check up of the number of hits and of the vital places in which the hits were 
made Artillery officers stated that the battalion could have re-assembled and 
continued its march. 

It is estimated that fully fifty thousand citizens of North Uarolina visited 
fort Bragg and Pope Field during the four days the Demonstration Group was here. 
It is safe to say that every single one of them returned to his home feeling that 
nis visit was entirely worth while. It is difficult to predict just how far 
reaching and beneficial will be the results of their opportunity to see in action 
this group of some 75 airplanes. Nothing but the highest compliments have been 
heard from the spectators. One local paper printed a full column discussing the 
immediate need for an airnort. Judging from the many words of praise and admira- 
zion from the spectators, from the press reports and from the general entmsiasm 
of everyone who witaessed the demonstration, one result is certain - a permanent 
aid powerful pvblic interest in the aims and ambitions of the Air Corps. 

The Demontration Group was delayed at Pope Field for one day on account of 
cold piercing rain which fell on May 8th. ‘The tents in which the personnel were 
quartered were no place to syend a rainy day. Numerous card games were soon in 
progress at the Officers' Club. Those not playing found comfortable chairs, 
reading matter and an onen fire, and so the entire group settled down to spend 
a greatly appreciated day of rest and relaxation. 

In the enlisted men's camp several permanent buildings were available, and 
sleep was the dominant fcature of the dny. There was a dance at the Officers’ 
Club on May Sth for the visiting Air Corps officers. Preceding the dance, many 
of the visiting officers were guests at dinners on the post. Lieut. and Mrs. 
Harlan W. Holden gave a dinner preceding the dence for General Foulois, General 
Parker and several members of their staff, the guests mumbering about forty. The 
remainder of the officers stationed at Pope Field likewise entertained several 
of the visiting officers during their stay. 


---000--- 
BLAZING AIR TRAILS 


Lieut. Peter E. Skanse, of Bolling Field, D.C., as pilot, with Staff Ser- 
geant John E. Carden as mechanic, left Bolling Field in the Fokker C-2 at 12:25 
pm, May 19th. They are now in Detroit prenaring to depart on a pathfinding 
flight for the National Air Tour for the Ford Reliability Trophy which will be 
held between June 50th and July 28th. 

The airmen will fly to 24 cities on the tour to investigate landing facili- 
ties and otherwise blaze the trail for the large mumber of commercial planes 
that have already been entered for the trophy. Points to be visited are: 


Indianapolis, Ind. Tucson, Ariz. Missoula, Mont. 
kee St. Louis, Mo. San Diego, Calif. Great Falls, Mont. 
Chicago, I11. Los Angeles, Calif. Tausau, Wisconsin 
Tulsa, Okla. Fresno, Calif. Minot, North Dakota 
Fort Worth, Texas, Oakland, Calif. St. Paul, Minnesota 
San Antonio, Texas San Francisco, Calif. Battle Creek, Mich., and 
Houston, Texas Medford, Oregon _ back to 
El Paso, Texas. Portland, Oregon Detroit. 
Phoenix, Arizona. Spokane, Wash. 
---000--- 


MAPPING FLORIDA FROM THE AIR 


Lieut. Julian S. Dexter, who returned to Bolling Field on May leth, went up 
two miles above the Everclades with a T+, 4-lens camera, and the pictures which 
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Master Sergcant Andrew E. Matos made up there will change the map of Florida, 

Two months of mapping have shown that the present mans are entirely inade- 
quate. The flyers found rivers where no rivers were known and bays four times 
as large as they were supposed to be. The coast line from the little town of 
Everglades, on the west coast, round to Flagler Beach, North of Daytona, on the 
east coast, was photogranhed for the Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

Private Irving L. Kallmyer, mechanic, accompanicd the pilot and photograph- 
er and kept the Loening Amphibian in such perfect order that not the slightest 
mishap marred the expedition. 

Three thousand square miles of territory were photographeca in a flying time 
of 65 hours. It is believed that the maps compiled from these photographs will 
help very materially in the reclamation of the swampy Everglades, which now serve 
as a retreat for law-breakers. 

---000--- 


BREMEN CREW FLY FROM BOLLING FIELD 


Early on the morning of May Srd the three intrepid members of the crew of 
the trans-Atlentic Junkers plane "Bremen" arrived at Bolling Field, D.C., by 
automobile, and after looking over the F-13, sister ship of the "Bremen", they 
aeperted in it at 8:25 a.m. for Miller Field, Staten Island, New York, with 
mr. Melchoir at the controls. 

They landed there at 11:35 a.m., and then: proceeded to the official welcome 
jn New York City. 

Lieuts. Peter E. Skanse, Henry R. Angell and Elwood R: Quesada made two 
trips to Mitchel Field to escort the crew of the Bremen to Washington, but on 
poth occasions inclement veather changed the plans at the last mimte and the 
pursuit pilots returned without the trans-Atlantic fligh’ heroes. 

---000--- 


CONTRACT PLACED FOR LIGHT BOMBARDMENT PLANES 


The Army Air Corps recently placed a contract with the Keystone Aircraft 
Corporation, of Bristol, Pa., for 35 Light Bombardment airplanes at a unit cost 
of $24,750. LEighteen of these planes, designated as Model LB-6, will be powered 
with the Wricht R-1750 "Cyclone" engine, and in the rema*ning 17, designated as 
Model L3-7, the Pratt & Whitney I-1690 "Hornet" engine will be installed. Soth 
of these engines are of the radial air-cooled type. 

The Keystone Aircraft Corporation is romired to make delivery of the first 
airplane on this contract by next October, and thereafter at intervals, but the 
entire contract mst be fulfilled by July, 1929. 

These new airplanes involve an expenditure of $1,002,785, of which sum 
$866,250 represents the total unit cost of the 35 planes, $129,535 for spare 
parts, and $7,000 for dravings, etc. The cost of spare parts represents approxi- 
mately 15% of the cost of the planes. The unit cost does not include the 
engines and the various iastruments, equipment, etc., required to be furnished by 
the Government to the contractor for installation in the planes. 

Both the L3-6 and the L3-7 bombing planes are powered with two engines 
having a total horsepower of 1050. Their fuel capacity is approximately 2,000 
lbs. Both planes are identical in construction, the different designation given 
them being due to the fact that their engine installation is different. 

---000--- . 


PANAMA FLYERS ARRIVE AT BOLLING FIELD 


Two Pursuit planes appeared over the Washington momument shortly before dusk 
on May 16th, and at 6:00 p.m., the 3815-mile flight from Panama had been comple’ 
ed by two pilots from France Field, Panama Canal Zone. 

Lieuts. Robert W. Douglass, Jr. , and.James B. Parker, bronzed and smiling, 
stepped from their Boeing PW-9's looking none the worse after their aerial 
journey, believed to be the longest cross-country flight project ever undertaken 
and accommlished in single-scater pursuit planes. These planes were powered wit. 
the Curtiss D-12-D engine, no serious difficilties being encountered throughout 
the trip. One of the planes fave no trouble whatsoever, not even the top cowling 
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being lifted off. In the case of the second nlanc, the startor and booster vas 
proken at Managua, Nicaragua, and carburetor troudle was exncrienced at 
Minatitlan, Mexia. 

The flying time for the entire journey totaled 35 hours and 57 minutes, the 
elapsed time boing five days. cut for the delays incident to the mechanical dif- 
ficulties mentioned above and the fact that there was a three hours! delay at 
Guatemala and another one of four hours at Minatitlan duc to there being no gas 
at these ficlds, the flight would have been accomplished a day sooner. Another 
day would have been saved had the airmen taken the southern route from San 
Antonio to Washington. Their orders, however, recuired them to follow the air- 
ways route to the ‘fanital 6ity via Muskogee, Okla.; St. Louis, Mo., and Dayton,0. 
A sole forcnoon was lost at Dayton duc to poor weather conditions, and instead 
of taking off for Washington carly in the morning, the flyers were not able to 
start until nearly 2:00 >.M. 

The average cruising speed of the Pursuit plancs on the flight was 120 miles 
per hour. Licut. Douglas stated that the worst country they passed over was 
between Guatemala and Minatitlan, where no civilization existed whatever. "The 
sccnery was beautiful and the flicht was a great exnericnce," he said. "The 
people in Nicaragua and Mexico were very hospitable and did everything they could 
for us during our brief stops." 

The territory flowm over between David, Panama, and Puntarenas, Costa Rica, 
vas one contimous jungle. A live volcano was observed five miles southeast of 
‘Managua. From Managua the flyers planned to procced at once to Guatemala City, 
put the four hours consumed in repairing the starter and booster made it neces- 
sary to postpone their departure until early next morning, and they spent the 
night with the Marine Air Forcc. 

Leaving Managua shortly before six o'clock, the flyors were delayed twenty 
nimites trying to get through a solid layer of clouds at 6,000 feet altitude. 

The visibility was 15 miles. San Salvador was passed over at 8:16 a.n. 

After leaving Cuatemala City at 12:30 p.n., the flyers passed over 
Huehuetenango at 1:20 p.m. and Tuxtla at 2:55 p.m. Five miles north of Tuxtla 
the 5,000-ft. canyons came into view, and a little further on in their journey 
they encountered another solid jungle which stretched along for about 100 miles. 
Arriving at Minatitlan at 4:25 p.m., the airmen took off again at 5:58 p.n., but 
were forced to return after ten minutes duc to carburetor trouble. On the 
stretch from Minatitlan to Tampico they flew through rain for about 100 miles. 
The ceiling was about 600 fcot and tho visibility ton miles. LIcaving Tampico at 
3:48 p.m., Point Isabel, above Srovmsville, Toxas, was passed over at 6:18 p.n., 
the landing at Kelly Field being made nearly two hours later. ‘tain was encounter- 
ed by the flyers on their journey from Muskogee, Oklahoma, to Dayton, Ohio, via 
St. Louis, Mo., the ceiling being about a thousand foet and the visibility fair. 

A significant incident in connection with this long flight was the small 
amount of oil consumed by one of the engines, only three quarts being consumed 
from France Field to San Antonio, and two quarts the remainder of the journey to 
Washington. 

The following is the itinerary of the Frence Ficld to Washington flight: 














Date Departure Time Arrivel Time Miles Flying time 
May 12 France Field 5:48 am Devid, Panama 7:41 am 210 1 hr.53 min. 
" 12 David, Panama 8:37 am Managua,Nicaragua 12:02 pm 420 &$ * 25 * 
" 13 Managua,Nicaragua 5:53 am Guatemala City 9:26 am 330 3 "3 
" 13 Guatemala City 12:30 pm Minatitlan,Mexico 4:25 pm 375 os * oa 
" 14 Minatitlan, Mexico 10:25 am Tampico, Mexico 2:15 pm 365 3 * 560 * 
"14 Tampico, Mexico’ 3:48 pm Kelly Field,Texas 8:13 pp 505 4 "25 " 
" 15 Kelly Field 6:03 am Muskogee, Okla. 9:45 am 490 5 "4 " 
" 15 Muskogee, Okla. 10:30 am St. Louis, Mo. 2:05 pn 370 3 "35 8 

" 15 St. Louis, Mo. 2:52 pm Indianapolis,Ind. 5:20 pm 15 mimte stop 

" 15 Indianapolis,Ind. 5:35 pm Dayton, Ohio 6:40 pm 340 3 "33 " 

"16 Dayton, Ohio 1:54 pm Washington,D.C. 6:00pm 410 4 " 6 "% 
~--000--- 


THE AIR CORPS DEMONSTRATION AT FORT SILL, OKLAHOMA 


With a thrilling demonstration that furnished a fitting climax to the aca- 
demic year at the Field Artillery School, a vast armada of 73 army planes flew 
above Fort Sill Wednesday, May 16th, in the most impressive aerial exhibition 
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ever seen here. Attacking and defending, dronmning heavy bombs and laying smoke 
screens for the protection of ground troops or swooping down to wino out a march. 
ing enemy, the army pilots whisked their ships through the air while thousands 
of soldiers and civilian visitors watched with breathless interest. 

Combat problems in cooperation with infantry and artillery, for the benefit 
of student officers at the Field Artillery School, occupied most of the fliers! 
time at Fort Sill. Attacks, observation flying and the use of bombers were de- 
monstrated during the day, culminating in an aerial review shortly before noon, 

Srigadier-General Benjamin D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of Air Corps; Brig¢.- 
General Frank Parker, Assistant Chief of Staff in charge of the War Plans Div., 
and Major John 3. Drooks, of the Office Chief of Staff, were present as official 
observers, General Foulois being in command of the fleet. 

Thousands of civilian visitors from all over tha southwest, including men- 
bers of the State air tour from Oklahoma City, saw the big air show from points 
of vantage on Heyl's Hill and Medicine Bluff No. 4, and every officer and enlist- 
ed man on the post turned out cither to take part in the air circus or to watch. 
From early morning until the main road through the reservation was closed at 
8:30,a steady stream of automobiles filled with eager sightseers flowed to Post 
‘Field, where inspection of the planes was permitted. Every type of machine used 
by the Air Corps was represented in the imposing array, and at 8:45 a.m. the 
planes began taking the air. 

Under the personal supervision of Capt. Wilbur G. Dockum, provost marshal, 
the entire area covered by the flying planes was policed to eliminate possible 
danger to those on the ground, as many of the machines carried bombs to be used 
in the day's work. 

A vanguard of ten planes, under the command of Major H.H. Arnold, arrived 
at Post Field Monday morning from Fort Riley, Kansas, and before noon on Tuesday 
25 more wore in line, having come here from Love Field, Dallas, Texas. By 
Tuesday evening all but three of the 74 nlanes scheduled to take part in the air 

circus. had landed safely, and two others arrived early Wednesday. One plane 
which took the air at Shreveport, La., was forced back by engine trouble. 
Members of the Oklahoma state air tour, in a fleet of 21 ships, also reached 
yort Sill early Wednesday, and when the mammouth air show got under way Wednes- 
day morning, more than 100 planes were lined up on the local field. 

Although night bombing tests had been considered, officers of the air 

‘armada found the facilitics at Post Field inadequate and the tests were called 
off. Drigadier General Dwicht E. Aultman, Comnandnnt of the Field Artillery 
School, with his staff, was a merber of the cfficinl party that witnessed the 
aerial maneuvers from Heyl's Eill, where only Army officers and official visi- 
tors were permitted. Other members of the garrison and civilians were directed 
to Medicine Bluff No. 4. The limited mumber of satisfactory points of observa- 

.tion made designation of these two points advisable, and every available vantage 
spot was occupied by eager spectators. : 

The purpose of the traveling air circus, the Var Department has announced, 
is to assist in the training of officers at the various army schools in the use 
of the troops of their respective branches in cooperation with aircraft and in 
the preparation of satisfactory defense against asrial attack. 

"The American tactical doctrine contemplates the employment of the air 
Corps in accordance with fundamental principles which have been recognized as 
the basis of sound military tactics", the official annéuncement says. "However, 
the rapid development of aviation has caused intense study and attention as to 
new methods and new measures, both for its full utilization as an air force and 
in connection with the offensive and defensive operations of military forces, 
and also as to means for protection against hostile aircraft." 

Receptions for the visiting airmen were held Tuesday evening at-Fort Sill. 
At the officers! club an official reception welcomed the commissioned members 
of the air circus, and all officers of the garrison were present. 

At the Post Field Service Club a reception and dance was given in honor of 
the 85 enlisted men tho accompanied the air fleet to the Field Artillery School. 
Master Sergeant Frank Monroe, lst Field Artillery, was in charge of the arrange- 
ments for the affair. . 


--The Guidon. 
-206- V-5795, A.C. 
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PEILIPPINE AIRMEN visit Hanoi COLONY 
By the News Letter Correspondent 

Two Army pilets in Amphibian ania were recently dispatched from Kindley 
Field, Fort Mills, P.I., to the Island of Gulion, in compliance with radiographic 
instructions from the Cormanding Officer of the 4th Composite Group. The take- 
off on this cross-country rlight was made at 7:00 a.m., with Liout. Vincent 
Woloy, pilot, and Private Porter, radio operator, as crew of plane No. 3, and 
Lieut. Frederick I. Patrick ana Set. raat in plane Mo. 4. The course planned 
was one direct to Culion via Golo Pass andi skirting some twenty miles west of the 
Island of Apo, ang thence across Rusuanfa and Coron Harbor. 

Radio communication was maintained on the entire flight and was especially 
valuable during the time tho plancs were out of sight of land. The log of the 
first leg follows; 

Take-off from Kindley Field 7:10 a.m. Compass course 210° 


Fortune Island 7214 a.m. 
Ambil Island 7332 a.m. 
Golo Pass 7339 a.m. 
Cape Calavite 7:50 a.m. Raining along Mindoro Coast 
Ort of sight of land 8:10 a.m. 
Changed course to 2000 8315 a.m. 
Island of Apo in sight 8320 a.m. 


Changed course back to 210° 


15 miles west of Ano 8325 a.m. 
Over Nange Island 83-42 a.m. 
Crossing Busuanga 8357 a.m. 
Culion 93:10 a.n. 
Plane No. 5 landod at Culion at 9:10 a.m., and Plane No. 4 about two mimutes 


later. Both were taxied clyse to shore but, even so, had to anchor in about ten 
fathoms of water due to the umasually receding beach. 

A boarding party came out from the pier in a launch and took the crews 
ashore. This party consisted of Dr. Carreon, Acting Chief of the Colony; Dr. 
Iara, Chief Physician; Dr. Cule, Chief Chemist; and Dr. Wade, whose connection 
with the Colony for the past six years has become internationally known. Our 
first act was to visit Headquarters, where we met other members of the Staff. 

The main administrative building and all those used as laboratories, clinics, 
etc., are all of concrete construction and exceptionally well ventilated. These 
having been explored, we started on our tour to see at first hand the five thous- 
and odd people who are isolated there, eventually to become cured or victims of 
the dreaded disease of leprosy. We had opnortunities to see at close range 
patients in all stages of the disease. For reasons not necessary to explain, no 
description of the patients will be attempted. Suffice it to say, their plight 
is a pitiable one. We visited dressing stations, clinics, wards, laboratories, 
the power plant, cormissary, balzery, vocational training shops, schools and, most 
interesting of all, the laboratory where chavlizoozra oil teed in the 
cure of the disease is mamfacturod. 

We were fortunate in having the pleasure of meeting two nuns, Sister Marie, 
who is in charge, and Sister Calixte, to whom we talked for several mimutes. The 
latter has been at Culion since 1906, whon tho colony was started, and some few 
years ago she was decorated by the late Governor-General Leonard Wood for her 
work with the lepers. 

Our visit, so far, had taken us over consicereble area and, as the island is 
rather precipitous, we were warm but nevertheless keenly interested. From a high 
point of vantage we gazed on the farming section, and on our return to Headquar- 
ters went through the Moro. sub-division and sav the numerous private homes (nipa 
houses) owned by patients. It was also very noticeable that even those in ad- 
vanced stages of the disease did not appear to be morose or down-hearted. Many 
of them work for the government and those of less mature years attend school. 

3efore leaving the segregated section each member of the party rinsed his 
hands in a lysol solution and also took the furthor precaution to dip their 
Shoes in a trough of the same solution. 

sefore returning to our planes, we were the guests of Dr. Wade and Dr. and 
Mrs. Cole, and after -partaking of refreshmsnts proceeced to the leunch. We were 
to take Dr, Wade back to Manzsla for a conference with Governor-General Stimson, 
and he was assigned as a passenger in Plene No. 3. “At high noon both planes 
hopped off for San Jose, Mindoro, landine there at 1:00 p.m. A high wind was 
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blowing across the Mindoro Channel and, as the motor of No. 4 had to be worked 
on, it was decided to delay the return to Manila until early the next day. 

ds usual, the genial manager of the Mindoro Sugar Plantation acted as host 
to our party and, if new phrases applicable to Mr. Sinclair's hospitality could 
be coined, we would gladly do so right now. (How about it, you pcople at Cam 
Nichols?). 

At 7:00 a.m. we shoved off for Manila, having added Mr. Sinclair to augment 
the crew of Plane No. 4. Since this route has practically become an airways one 
for the Air Corps in the Philippines, we will not go into any details, meroly . 
noting our landing at Paranaque Beach at 8:45 a.m., where the Camp Nichols car 
awaited to complete the trip - Dr. Wade and Mr. Sinclair going their separate 
ways. Both planes returned to Kindley Field, and the occupants thereof reported 
an umisually interesting flight. i 

---000~-- 


OPERATIONS OFFICE AT BOSTON AIRPORT PERKING Ur. 


The Operations Office at the Boston Airport is beginning to look like an 
up-to-date affair. A large weather board has been installed on which daily 
weather reports are recorded. Such data is obtained through the Army Radio fron 
various Army stations from Bolling Field to Portland, Maine. Other weather data 
is furnished by a government meteorologist with office at the Airport. A large 
weather map of the United States is also put up, and weather conditions through- 
out the country is recorded thereon daily. In addition to weather data, several 
good up-to-date maps have been obtained and.placed in the Operations Office, 
which makes it well equipped to furnish travel information to anyone. 

---000--- 


THIRD ATTACK GROUP. LEAVES FORT CROCKETT FOR SPRING MANEUVERS 


The Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, after a rigid in- 
spection of airplanes and test flights, representing a war strength squadron, 
commanded by Major Frank D. Lackland, denarted April 27th for Langley Field, Va., 
to participate in the annual Air Corps demonstrations held at that station. 
They were routed via Tallulah, La., where they spent the first night, departing 
the next morning, after servicing, for Maxwell Field, Alabama. Remaining at the 
last named station over night, the Group denarted the following morning for fort 
Bragg, N. C., the third leg of their flight. After spending the night at Pope 
Field, the following morning saw the departure of the attack pilots on the final 
lap of their journey, and they arrived at Langley Field on the 30th. 

The Group will return via Fort Bragg, N.C.; Fort Denning, Ga.; Maxwell 
Field, Alabama; Shreveport, La.; Dallas, Texas; Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Fort Riley, 
Kansas; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Muskogee, Oklahoma; Dallas, Texas, and then 
proceed’... to their home station, Fort Crockett, on or about May 25th. The 
Group will stage flights at the principal cities visited en route. 

The war strength squadron was composed of four flights, consisting of six 
Douglas C-1 Transports, nine Curtiss A-3 Atteck planes, and eleven Douglas 0-2 
planes. A flight of three Curtiss A-3 Attack planes at Edgewood Arsenal, NMd., 
where the pilots were recciving instruction in smoke materials , was scheduled 
to join the Squadron at Langley Field April 30th, thus making a total of 29 
airplanes. , 

---000--- 


GENERAL EXODUS OF AIRPLANES TO LANGLEY FIELD 


From 11:00 a.m. until noon on May 3rd the sky was hidden from sight of 
Solling Field personnel by a swarm of »lanes arriving from Langley Field. Big 
planes and little planes, new planes and old planes, swooped down to the ground 
and were lined up from end to end of the field. Gas trucks and ambulances dash- 
ed hither and yon servicing up the planes ready for the afternoon exodus of 
legislators and newspaper men to Langley Field. At 3:00 p.m., the roar of 
motors was so deafening that it was impossible to hear the telephones in the 
Operations Office frantically ringing, and the dust was so thick from the whirl- 
ing props that breathing was only accomplished with the greatest aifficulty. 

One by one the planes departed, carrying Congressmen and reporters to 
Langley Field to witness what were probably the greatest aerial maneuvers ever 


staged in this country. _208- ; y-5795, A.C. 








Hn eID OO’ 03 


M t+ EQ co 








EXPLCRATION OF YELLOW RIVER IN THE PHILIPPINES 


For some time pest rumors heve been received of a river rising in the 
mountain range west of Camp Stotsenburg and ilowing into the China Sea. This 
river was referred to as the ielicw Piver and described as being distinctly 
yellow in color for a stretch of several miles. Personnel of Clark Field, 
Pampanga, P.I., made an aerial reconnaissance, and the river was easily located 
due to its dark yellow color being strikingly visible from several thousand fee, 

After selecting a route from the air, a ground party was able to break a 
trail and explore the river for some distance. The color was found to be due to 


1 a sediment deposited on the river bed from mineral springs emptying into the 
river. Contrary to the hopes of some, uo indications of gold deposits were foun. 
~--000--- 


GENERAL BROWN ACCUMULATES FLYING TIME 


a jor-General Preston Brow, Commanding the First Corps Area, is doin a 
great deal of flying, according to the News Letter Correspondent from the boston 
" Airport. When inspecting various posts in the Corps Area, General Brown travels 
. by air. On May 2rd he left the Boston Airport with lst Lieut. Donald G. Duke,as 
pilot, for Langley Field, Va. After witnessing the maneuvers there and resurn- 
Y ing to Bolling Field, Lisut. Duke, who had to get back to Boston, turned the 
1 stick over to Lieut. Cotb, who then flew General Brown to Selfridge Field. They 
returned via Buffalo, whore the General insnected the Curtiss Airplane factory, 

General Rrown was very mach pleased with the trip, and espyecially mentionet 
the good time made from Batfalo to Koston - & hours and 40 minutes. Captain 
Crockett, General Brown's aide, flew to Lengley Field with Lieut. Cobb, and re- 
turned to Boston with Licut. Duxe. Perhaps it may be of interest to note that 
since November Sth lest General Erown has flown 105 hours. 

~--000--- 


INACTIVE SQUADRONS REORGANIZED 


Two Air Corps stations, the Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., and Post 


6 Field, Fort Sill, Okla., will on and after June lst next be re-garrisoned with 

+ Air Corps troops. Under the provisions of the Afr Corps 5-year expansion prog- 
ram, Rockwell Field, at which no Air Corps troops are now stetioned, will be 

1 garrisoned by the Headquarters, 7th Bombardment Group, consisting of 35 enliste. 


men; the 1lth.Bombardment Squadron with 115 enlisted men, and the 95th Pursuit 
Squadron with 114 men, total 264 enlisted men. March Field, Riverside, Calif., 
; will furnish 100 men of this total (66 noncommissioned officers aad 34 privates, 
lst Class). One noncommissioned officer from Scott Field, I1l., and one from 
Bolling Field, D.C., will be sent to Rockwell Field, and the remaining 162 men 
will be recruited. 

The llth Bombardment Squadron, until May of last year stationed at Langley 
Field, Va., was transferred to the new Primary Flying School at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., where the orgarizetion was pleced on inactive status and the 
personnel thereof organized into a school squedron. The 95th Pursuit Squadron 
up until June of last year was part of the lst Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Mich. ‘This organization vas also transferred to March Field, were 
it was rendered inactive and the pevsoinei thereof organized into the 53rd Schocl 
Squadron. 

The 88th Observation Squadron, which in May of last year was transferred 
from Wilbur Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, where it was stationed for four year’, 
to Brooks Field, San Antonio, Teras, was rendered inactive and organized inso a 
School squadron. This squadron will be reorganized at Post Field, Fort Sil-, 


i klahoma, where there is stationed at present a detachment of 10 men fror the 
I 12th Observation Squadron, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. ‘These ten men will te trans 


ferred to the 88th, and ton other enlisted men will be sent to the 12th Squadro7 
from Brooks Field as replacements. Tho enlisted strength of the 88th Squacren 
Will be 132, and in raking up this total 35 men (14 noncommissioned officers and 
-]| #1 privates, lst Class) will te sent to Post Field from Brooks Field, and ‘ne 
remaining 87 men will be recruited. / 

The 15th Observation Squadron, wich last year was placed on inactive stati 
and the personnel thercof organized iuto the 48th School Squadron at Kelly Fieli 

~209- V-5795, &.C. 











Texas, is now in process of reorganization and will bo stationed at Selfridge 
Field, the home of the lst Pursuit Croup. 

The strength of this squadron will be 132 enlisted men anc, in reconstitut- 
ing it, 17 noncommissioned officers and 25 privates will be transferred from. 
various organizations at Kelly Field, and one noncommissioned officer from the 
53ra School Squadron at March Field, Calif. The remaining 86 enlisted men will 
be recruited. 

Prior to the retirement of the 15th Observation Squadron to its year of 
oblivion, it vas stationed at the Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, Ill., for a mumber of years. Eight commissioned officers of the Air 
Corps, Regular Army, will be assigned to this organization. 

---000--- 


PHILIPPINE TRIBESMEN NOT ACCUSTOMED TO ROAR OF MOTOR 


The 6th Photographic Section recently completed a mosaic in Southern Mindor. 


for the Philippine Department. The take-off was made before 6:00 a.m., and the 
mosaic of approximately eighty square miles was completed before 8:30 a.m. The 
reason for the earlv take-off was due to the fact that in Mindoro the sky is 
seldom cloudless after 8:59 in the morning. 

After the mosaic flying was completed, a flight was made into the center of 
Mindoro for the purpose of takince oblique photogrenhs of Patrick and Fechet 
Mountains, which were explored and named by Captain Aubrey I. Eagle, Air Corps, 


in 1925. The following day Mr. LeVoy, veteran Pathe cameraman, assisted by the” 


6th Photographic Section nersornel, commleted a munber of interesting Air Corps 
motion »nicture films of e non-Christien Manyan tribe in action around the photo- 
graphic and bombing airpinres at the fan Jose emergency airdrome. The tribe of 
thirty Manyans werc brougt in from nearby mountains by Mr. Sinclair of the 
Mindoro Sugar Estate It was the first time that the tribe had viewed airplanes 
at close range. The motion picture vork progressed satisfactorily until Lieut. 
Burrows started a Martin Bomber motor directly behind the performers. Mr. LeVoy 
is still looxing ter the tribe which knocked his camera down and disappeared 
behind a cloud of dust headed for Mount Fechet. 

---000--- 


NEW ADDITION TO POPE FIELD 


The contractor has finishcd his work on the new addition to Pope Field, 
Fort Bragg, N.C. Most of the work was in the southwestern corner which contain- 
ed a sawcust pile, machine gun butts and a large number of stumps. All the 
stumps have been removed and that portion of the field cormletely leveled and 
planted with grass. While the new area is uot available for flying purposes at 
present, it vas gratifying to witness the safe laiding on the new area of a 
heavily loaicd C-1 which was aisong the ships arriving with the Demonstration 
Group from Langley Field. 

---000--- 


AIR CORPS MANEUVER TROOPS STOP AT MAXWELL FIELD 


May llth proved to ve quite a gala day at Maxwell Fiold, enka, Ala., 
as the Air Corps Maneuver Troops, composed of 79 officers and about 100 enlisted 
men, stopped there three days for re-servicing, etc., after having participate 
in the Spring Maneuvers at Fort Benning, Ga. ‘The weather or. their arrival and 
throughout their visit was most ideal. ‘The first formation was sighted at 10340 
a.m, and after that it was ships to the right of us, ships to the left of us, 
ships above, about and around us everywhere. Quite a large crowd from the city 
had gathered to welcome the tirdmen. 

An official welcome was extenced to General Foulois, Auotetan’ Chief of Aiz 
Corps, who was in charge; to General Parker, G-3, and the officers, by the 
Governor of Alabama, Mayor of the City of Montgomery and the Commanding Office’ 
of the Post. The City of Montgomery entertained the visitors at a stag dinne: 


that evening, a Barbeme the next day (Friday), end a dinner dance at the Count 


Club Saturday evening. The C.0. kept "Open House" Sunday afternoon. On Monday 
morning the visitors took off at about 11:00 o'clock for Shreveport and other 
points in the South and Middle West. — 
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CHITBAN AMBASSADOR UTTLIZUS AIRPLANE FOR LONG JOURNEY 


His Excellency, Dou Carlos Davilla, Chilean Ambassador, arrived on April 
24th at Pone Field, Fort Brags, if.0., rrom Bolling Tield, D.C., en route to 
Houston, Texas. He was a nassenzer in an 0-2 airplane piloted by Lieut. Bushrod 
Hoppin, Air Corps, who too off for haxwell Field the rollowing day. 

The Chilean Ambassador arrived at Maxwell Field by automobile from Eufaula, 
Alabama, Licut. Hoppin having a forced landing at that place. He stopped over- 
night at the field as the guest of the Commanding Officer, and at 5:15 the next 
morning departed ror Eouston in an 0-2 plane, piloted by Lieut. H.F. Woolard. 

At 10:40 a.m., they arrived at Houston, the distance of 600 miles being covered 
in 5 hours and <5 minutes. 

After attending a’ convention at Houston that night and the following day, 
the Ambassador took a night train back to New Orleans, where he joined Lieut. 
Woolard. This combination of train and air travel was arranged in order to 
enable him to be in New York in time to sec his family before they sailed at 
noon Monday. 

When stopping at “Beppo . Field on the southward trip, no honors could be 
given the Anbassador because the artillery was in the field, but on his return 
~rip on April 28th the band was on hand and he was given the required honors by 
a battery of artillery. 


~--000--- 
THIRD PURSUIT PILOTS QUALIFY FOR EXPERT RATING 


The ambition of the Grd Pursuit Souadron, stationed at Clark Field,Pampang. . 
P.I., was realized during the »ast record machine gun firing, when all pilots 
qualified for the oxpert rating. Turing the past year many "hours per pilot" 
were spent adjusting sicats, checking guns, inspecting ammimition, correcting fi 
drift, firing short bursts and practicing on tow target and ground targets. Th 
_ squadron feels gratified over the results accomplished when it is realized that 
| before coming to Clark Field only a few of the pilots had done more than a very 
/ small amount of aerial machine gun work. 
| The firing at Clark Field has been greatly facilitated by a good machine 
‘gan range just on the edge of the flying field and by weather conditions which 
| permit shooting throughout the year. 


itil 
GENERAL DAVIS INSPECTS FOPE FIELD 


General Richmond P. Davis, commanding the 4th Corps Area, was at Fort Brag: 

'N.C., for three days recently to conduct the annual tactical inspection. Six 
artillery adjustment missions were flomn in connection with the inspection, Lt. 
Scott piloting one ship with Lieut. Holder. as observer, and Licut. Murphy pilot- 
ing the second with Lieut. Pratt as observer. Wight observation missions were 
also flown by Lieuts. Robinson, Scott and Pratt. Landings were made with the 
aid of parachute flares lighted on tht ground and shielded by a section of an 
old oil drun. 

During the entire tacticel maneuvers all redio communication from the 
artillery in the field was handled by the Pope Field radio truck and coxmunica- 
tions detachment. <A rating of Excellent was <civen the Pope Field hangars and 
a similar rating for the Air Corps participation in the tactical maneuvers. 
Lieuts. Scott and Pratt are scheduled to be &t Maxwel] Field May 21, 22 and 23, 
when General General Davis is to conduct a similar inspection at that field. 

---000--- 


THIRD ATTACK GROUP VISITS MAXWELL FIELD 


Twenty-six airplanes from the 3rd Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas, en 
route to Langley Field, Va., for the Spring Maneuvers, landed at Maxwell Field, 
Montgomery, Ala., on the morning of Anril 28th. That evening the officers and 

_ladies of the post entertained in honor of the visitors at a dinner dance ai 
Graham-Haven, which is located about 14 miles from Montgomery. <A very onjoyabl« 
_ time was had by all. ‘The airmen from Fort Crockett resumed their journey early 
' On the morning of the next day, lurdin at Pope Field, N.C., where they remain 
€d overnight. The next morning Major J.cklard and his men departed for Langley. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: 


Captain Floyd E.°: hentionny 4 from Chanute Field to Selfridge Field. 

Captain Chilion F. Wheeler, Office Chief of Air Corps, to Wright Meld, 
payton, Ohio, on duty in Procurement Planning. © 

Captain Ira C. Eaker from duty in Office of Assistant Secretary of War to 
Bolling Field, D.C. September 8th. 

Captain Francis M. Brady, Langley Ficld, Va. to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Captain Willis H. Hale,upon completion of present course of instruction at 
Air Corps Tactical School, to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington. 

Captain Wolcott P. Hayes from Mitchel Field to Miller Field, N.Y., as 
Instructor Air Corps, New York National Guard. 

Following officers to report to Commandant, Air Corps Tactical School, 
Langley Field, Va., not later than August 25, 1928, for duty as students: 

Major John D. Reardan, Office Chief of Staff, Washington. 

Major George H. Peabody, University of California, Berkeley, Calif. 

Captain Asa N. Duncan, Langley Field, Va. 

Captain Charles 7. Welton (Chemical Warfare Service). 

Following officers assigned to 88th Observation Squadron, Fort Sill, Okla.; 

Major Eugene A. Lohmaz., upon completion present course at Command and 
General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

lst Lieut. Walter D. Fuie, Zist Airship Group, Scott Field, Ill. 

end Lieut. Harry J. Flateqnal, Bolling Field, D.C. 

lst Lieut. James F. Fuillins, Kelly Field, Texas, and lst Lieut. Charles 
B. DeShields uoon completion of tour of duty in the Philippines. 

lst Lieut. Paul H. Kerner to Mitchel Field, N.Y., upon completion of tour 
of duty in Hawaii, and to take year's course of instructicn at N.Y. University. 

lst Licut. Marion L. Elliott to Selfridge Field, Mich. Relieved as in- 
structor National Giard, New York City. 

lst Lieut. Myron R. Wood, Mitchel Field, to Office Chief of Air Corps, not 
later than June 25¢h. 

lst Lieut. Raymond Morrison, Marshall Field, detailed as Instructor Air 
Corps, Michigan National Guard, Detroit, Mich. © 

lst Lieut. Frederick A. Johnson and 2nd Lieut. Charles A. Ross from Kelly 
Field to Selfridge Field for duty with reconstitutcd 15th Obs. Squadron. 

Ist Lieut. Arthur G. Hamilton relieved us student, ir Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, course in-observation, to Selfridge Field with 15th Obs. Squadron. 

Captain Wm. E. Farthing, upon completion present course of instruction at 
Command and General Staff School, to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington. 

lst Lieut. Joseph L. Stromme relieved from assignment in Office Chief of 
Air Corps and detailed as student, Harvard Graduate School of Business Adminis- 
tration, Cambridge, Mass., to teke effect not later than September 20th. 

lst Liev. Edgar E. Glenn relieved from duty at Georgia School of Tech- 
nology, Atlanta, Ga., June 15th, and assigned to duty with Organized Reserves, 
8th Corps Area, Muskogee, Okla., 365th Obse:yation Squadron. 

lst Lieut. Edwin R. Page, Wright Field, to Walter Reed General Hospital, 
Washington, for observation and treatment. 

Major Lawrence ¥,. McTatosh, unon completion of course of instruction at 
Army War College, to Office Chicf of Air Corps. 

lst Lieut. Francis B. Valeutine relieved from duty at United States Military 
Academy, and to duty at Rockweli Field, Calif. 
Relieved from Detail to the Air Corps; 

Captain Charles R. Lehner to Field Art. 2nd Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

2nd Lieut. R.F. Bleakney to Fort Infantry at Fort Lincoln, N.D. 

end Lieut. Lester J. Tacy to Hawaiian Department for duty with Field Art. 

end Lieut. Fred W. Kunesh to Signal Corps, 2nd Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Harold H. Hunt to Field Art. 2nd Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

2nd Lieut. Wm. B. Forse to the 24th Infantry, Fort Benning, Ga. 

lst Lieut. Francis W. Crary to the 17th Field Artillery, Fort Bragg, N.C. 

lst Lieut. George J. Kelley to the 13th Coast Art., Fort Barrancas, Fla. 
Detailed to the Air Corps, and to Brooks Field, Nov. lst, for training: 

end Lieut. Donald J. Bailey, Coast Artillery Corps. 

lst Lieut. Charles H. Crim, Coast Artillery Corps, to Brooks Field July lst. 
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Trensfors: : 
and Lieut. Robert W. Harper, Infontry, to the. Air-.Corps, May “4th, with 
rank from June le. : 


promotion: 
lst Lieut. James F. Powell to Cantain, with rank from May 11, 1928. 


Reserve Officers reliovel from active duty: 





Lieut. George G. Finch, Sclfridze Sield, Mich. 
end Lieut. Vernard A. Grant, Crissy Mold, Calif. 
end Lieut. Treeman Alberry, Bolling Field, D.C. 
4st Lieut. Jemes B. Dickson, Lengley Field, Va. 

---000--- 


INTER-ISLAND RADIO WORK IN THE HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT 


Probably no other station in the Air Corps performs airplane to ground radio 
communications in a more unique style than Iuke Field, Hawaii. The tri-motored 
"Hegenberger-Mnitland" Fokker took off from Wheeler Field at 8:00 a.m., April 
' 18the,and immediately established two-way commnications with Airways Radio 
Central Station WYQ at Imke Field. Each ten minutes thercafter until a landing 
at Upolu Point on the Island of Hawaii, a report as to location by coordinates 
on Navy chart, altitude and sneed was made, thus giving the ground station at 
— Field and tho one at Upolu Point the exact location of the ship at all 
times. 

Tre landing at Upolu Point was made at 10:23. After having lunch at Unolu 
Point the flight was resured to South Point, Hawaii, Immediate communication 
with WYQ was established and carried on until landing at South Point, at which 
time a Signal sireigth oi 2-6 was given ship by WyQ. After a few minutes at 
South Point the flicht returned to Upolu Point. On April 19th, at 9:12 a.m,, 
whe flight took off for the Island of Lanai, landed there thirty mimites ané 
then restmed the flight to Whecler Field. During the entire flight there was 
never a Single instance where radio commmication from ship to ground was no; 
100% perfect, 

On she return to Wheeler Field off the coast of Oahu, a message was sent to 
jhe Iuke Field Operations Officer, requesting transportation via air for Staff 
Sergeant Williams' return to Imke Field trom Wheeler Field. Upon landing a, 
Wheeler Field the transportation was waiting, and Sergeant Williams continued his 
flight homewati. Truly, this sort of radio cormunication is the ultimate object 
to be reached in the service, and the efforts expended in the establishment of 
radio comminication on the airways in Hawaii deserve commendation. 

The personnel on the flight were: Lieuts. Rich and Wheeler, pilots; Lieut. 
Brown, passenger; Lieut. Kenyon, flight wommander; Tech. Sgt. Schmidt, Crew 
Chief; Staff Sgt. Wallace H. Williams and Corporal House, radio operators. 

The radio equipment of the Fokker is the SCR-134 set with BC-138 receiver, 
as used by Lieut. HYegenberger in his Trans-Pacific Flight, with the addision of 
a 500 watt wind-driven generator to charge the battery for supply to DMl4 
dynamotor unit. The ground station equipment at WYQ consists of an SCR-140, 
SCR-132 and "0 meter high frequency set. The Mpolu Point radio station has been 
completed, its equipment consisting of an SCR-152 set and a 70 meter high fre- 
ane set. Air Mechanic,2nd Class, Charles C. Szumski is the radio operator ir. 
charge, 


— 
AMPHIBIANS FLEASE AIRMEN IN HAWAII ) 


Three COAI's, otherwise known as the Amphibians, have been turned over to 
the 4th Observation Squadron at Iuke Field, T.H., by the Station Repair Unit, ar/ 
all the pilots are well pleased with them. Three more will be turned ove* in tl. 
near future, ma'sing six in all. The 4th Observation Squadron has been carrying 
Out numerous missions with organizations at Schofield Barracks, and were highly 


commlimented for their work, Lieut. Cressey and Lieut. Lober, as observers, 
have been turning in some fine work. 


— me oe 


Each Transport sailing from Hawaii is given an Aloha mission, and radio 
aloha messages are excha:iged from the Trensport to the airplane. i 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, ?.I., April 10. 


Flight 3B, 2nd Observation Squadron - Lieut. Chauncey, our Operations Officer, 
took advantage of cetached service in the icy mountains of Baguio. After his 
well earned vacation he will again take over the construction of the flying fielg 
extension. 

Several very long faces have been noticed among the enlisted personnel for 
some time; seems to be caused by the target season, which is now on in full force, 
With the new pistol range finished there scems to be some doubt in our minds just 
who will requalify, but Flight "3" always has been able to make their 804%. 

All members of this command were very interested in getting a full four hours 
flying this month, due to the latest decision of the "See-Gee". 

after years of planning and lots of talk, we have an honest-to-goodness day- 
room. Seems to be a big morale factor too. The last few weeks the entire com 
mand has been found perusing the latest literature obtained over here (30 days to 
a year old). 

Sergeant Cunninsham, our engine mechanic, was discharged and reenlisted dur- 
ing the month; we thought he wes through but guess the "Grant" will have him for 
a passenger on her “iaiden Voyere". 

Headquarters, “th Comocsite Crovp - lst Lieut. Corley P. McDarment assumed 
command of this detachment larch 2nd, vice Captain’ Dudley 3. Howard, relieved.- 

Staff Set. Albert G. Howitt is now on detached service, Island of Iuwzon, and 
other points. 

Privates Fmerson, Nelson and Stein spent March lst to 15th in 3aguio. 

Pvt. Air Mechanic, 2nd Class, Stackwell is now revlenishing his civilian 
clothes at the Wah Moon Tailor Shop. "How do you pay for them, Stackwell, by the 
yard or piece?" (Pvt. Stackwell weighs 290 ahaa 

Mess Sergeant Wirth and Corp. Livingston applied for extension to discharge 
for the purpose of reenlisting. Sgt. Wirth has been in the Philippines since 
1983. Corporal Livingston seems to be striving for a like record; he has beon 
here since 1923. 

This detachment is just finishing the preliminary pistol practice prepara- 
tory to going on the target range, and after taking Set. Arant's superior instruc- 
tions for the last six weeks all are expected to increase their pay at least two 
dollars per month. .- 

Corp. Wilfon of the Detachment 10th Signal Service Company, and Privates 
Emerson, Hintz, Ende, Stein and 3asil James, Headquarters Detachment, are return- 
ing to the States on the Avril Transport for discharge. James is being discharg- 
ed by purchase. 

66th Service Squadron - Staff Sgts. Charles J. 3ush, Harold G. Finch and 
Benjamin J. I'isth have been assigned to Langley, March and Mitchel Fields, res- 
pectively, and leave on the April transport. 

Since the last news items were published, Pvt. Frank Rupert was discharged 
at Letterman General Hospital, San Francisco, Calif. Master Sergeant John Dolan 
was scheduled to be discherced March 3lst and Sgt. Joseph Senevides on April 16. 

Our Zaguio detached service quota is pretty well filled these days as the 
hot weather season approaches. 

The firing schedule at the pistol target range is successfully drawing to 
a close. To date we have eight experts, thirty sharpshooters and sixty-nine 
marksmen. Lieut. H.R. Wells, as Assistant Range Officer, has taken a decided in- 
terest in each and every man on the line. 

Thanks to our Squadron Commander, Capt. G.L. Usher, the 66th Service Squad- 
ron will soon be able to boast of her own tennis courts. None of the boys, 
however, have expressed any desire to be "Matched with Hellen Wills." 

28th 3ombardment Squadron: The morale of this Squadron is evidenced by the 
large number of requests for extension of foreign service tours by its personnel 
and for transfers to it from other branches. Five men were received by transfer 
and none lost during the period March lst to 23rd. 

lst Lieut. Carlton fF. Sond is enjoying thirty days' detached service at 
DSaguio and, upon expiration of the above service, is granted thirty days detached 
service in the Southern Islands. 

lst Lieut. Harlan T. McCormick, Squadron Adjutant, is absent on 15 days! 
leave, upon the expiration of which he is assigned to the 3rd Pursuit Squadron 
with station at Clark Field. In Lieut. McCormick the Squadron loses one of the 
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pest liked officers on the post, and we all wish him the best of luck at his-neg 
station. 

The fcllowing enlisted men weve rocently promoted: Serreants Surt and 
Hunsberger to Staff Sergeant; Cormorals Uarcia and Parker to Sergeant and Prte. 
Mackey and Shaw to Corporals. 

Several members 2f this S-wadron are talking instruction in Golf from a 
local professicnal, 

Upon the arrival of our new First Sorgoant, Acting First Sergeant Rule was 
assigned to the Armament Section and is now wearing coveralls instead of walking 
around all polished up. 

Our basket-ball team is being >rovided new uniforms, Practice is under way 
and another Post Championship is exnected. 

Sergeant Seckham, our Supply Sergeant, is kept busy running to and from 
Headquarters to the Orderly Room to hold dow two important jobs. ‘The lst Set. 
claims that Sgt. Beckham can smoke more cigars in a day than the Post Exchange 
can provide. 


Clark Field, Gemp Stotsenburg, P.I., April 10. 


& welcome addition to the 3rd Pursuit Squadron is Lieut. McCormick who re- 
ported here recently from Camp Nichols. 

Since the promotion of Liouts. P.W. Wolf and Crawford, Clark Field has the 
aistinction of hevins the only Air Corps 2nd Lieutenant in the Philippines. 
Licut. Schulgen holds this distinction, but he will probably be glad to relin- 
quish it when he returns to the U.S. on the Avril Transport. 

f The enlisted -crsonnel of tho Squadron have been uyholding the organizatio.& 
reputation for ~arxsmanstip by turning out 92% qualified in pistol firing. Of 
this percentage 53.65 minlified as exnerts. High score for the squadron was ma > 
by Private Jares E. 2ecsor with a marl of 94.3%. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., April 10. 





The 1923 target season in both aerial sunnery and dismounted pistol practic: 
is well under way and it is hoped that lnst yenr's splendid results may be 
duplicated. 

Since the last news letter we have taken several scalps in the National 
Pastime, Baseball, and before the reiny season sets in will have addea a few 
more to the string. The crack 9lst anc 92nd Coast Artillery teams are included 
among those who have crossed bats with the 2nd Observation Squadron and met 
cefeat. The team is now looking forward to a trip to Cavite to obtain revenge 
for the defeat they recently suffered at the hands of a combined Marine Corps 
and Naval team who visited this station last Sunday. 


Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Tetss, May 9th. 





The Group is rapidly being equim xed with the new 4-3 attack plane to reple: 
the 0-2's which we have at present. To date 14 A-3's have been received and de- 
liveries are being made regulerly. 

Aerial training has consisted of cross-country flying formations, attack 
missions and preparation for maneuvers. 

Lieut. Moore with Pvt. Gay as mechanic, in a Douglas C-1 airplane, made a 
flight to Duncan Field, returniag the same day, for the purnose of ferrying 
Supplies to this station. 

No other cross-country flights were made due to the fact that all »lanes 
were being kept in for the anmual Air Corps Demonstrations. 


Pope Field, Fort Drage, N.C., May lith. 





The Pope Field Fxchange @id a rushing business during the stay of the 
Demonstration Group at this field. Licut. Scott and his assistants worked hari. 
and faithfully in provicing an almost unlimited supply of drinks, candies,cigar 
and sandwiches, The wostuer seamed to be azainst “them, however, for after two 
days of blazing sun a coli drizzle set in which dampened to a certain extent t?. 
desire for cold drizks, vt the same cold drizzle drove the crowd into the 
hangar in which the drink counter wes installed, and as long as the supply of 
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canéy-ant sem@wiches hell tuere ws alwoyvs a demand. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Maroky will leave oa May léth on a thirty-day motor trip 
to Omaha, Neb., and return. We wish them the best of luck and a most enjoyable: 
trip. 


San Antonio dir Depot, Duncan Ficld, Texas, May 17th, 








The Engineering Dopartment of this Depot overhauled end repaired 20 air- 
planes and 103 eucines during the month of Anril, as follows: Airplanes - 3 Ph 
1 N3S-I, 1 TR-4M-2T, 3 C-1. 1 C-1-C, 4 0-2, 1 02-3, 3 02-C, 1 O2-H, 1 92-M-4, 

1 NS-5; Engines - 83 Literty, 20 Wright-E. 

Second Lieut. Bledsoe Payne, Air Corps Reserve, of Port Arthur, Texas, hag 
been with us since May 16th, availing himself of a short period of instruction 
and training at this Denot on inactive status. 

On May 14th the Denot enjoyed a visit from Licut. C.E. Crunrine, accomanie 
by Mr. William Bwing, who came by air from Headquarters Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, for conference on contemplated buildings and grounds projects at this 
Depot anc also on various matters pertaining to our Depot Supply and Engineering, 
and much benefit wes realized from there conferences. They left here by air on 
May 16th on their return journey. 

First Lieut. Alfred A. Kessler, Jr., left this Depot April 30th for a ‘wo 
months' leave of absonce, visiting in the North and East. He is under orders, a: 
the conclusion of this loave, for transfer to Wright Field, where he will take 
the Air Corps Encinecrins School course. His many friends in this vicinity re- 
éret his depnrture ani wish hin mech suecess in his new activity. 

First Lieut. Preleric 3. Wieners has been on leave of absence from this 
Depot since May 8th. TLicvt. anc Mrs. Wieners have the deepest sympathies of the 
personnel of this pest in their recent bereavement - the loss of their only soz, 
James, who died at the Station Hospital, Fort Sam Houston, May 7th, at the age 
of 14 years. 

Anong recent visitors to this Depct were Captain Cook and Lieuts. Lawrence 
and Allison, Air Corps, to ferry DH's from this Depot to March Field, Calif. 
Captain Sook and Lieut. Lewrence left here May 9th and Lieut. Allison on the 12 


soston Airport, Fast Boston, Mass. 





The flying activities, both military and cormercial, are increasing as the 
weather is getting warmer. The past two woek ends no less than 3,000 people 
visited the Airport daily. It is remarkable to note how enthused the natives 0. 
Soston and vicinity have become about aviation during the past year. 

The commercial companies operating here are reaping a harvest carrying pat- 
sengers. They are buying new ships nearly every week. Yes, everybody is pros- 
pering in that respect excepting the Army. Even the National Guard has three n’ 
O-11's, but our turn for a couple of good service ships should be before long, § 
why kick. 

There is great prospect for improvement of the Airport at present. The mai 
difficulty for improvements is lack of furds. ‘The Mayor of Soston, who is an 
automobilist and not an air enthusiast (I think the only one of that nature in 
Soston), at first stated that the City would have nothing to do with the Airport, 
and that he, as Chief Executive, would disayprove any bill or suggestion regart- 
ing spending money for improvement of the Airport. The local newspapers, how 
ever, began panning him for his attituce, with the result that the situation has 
been changed for the better. It is now understood that the recommendations mad 
by the Manicipal Air Doard are approved, and work will start in the near Suture 
Lieut. Duke, Commanding the Airport, who is also on the Air Doard, drew up @ 
proposed plan of modern hangars, buildings and fills of landing area, ‘This wil: 
give us runways of 2500 feet any direction, and 4,000 feet cast and wess. 

I want at this time to mention a public spirited citizen, Mr. Chandler How; 
who recently donated one thousand dollars for improvements of the Airport. This 
money was used in grading, filling and covering with conders about one acre. th 
Same gentleman again donated $1200, to bo used for a 3.3.1. Flood Light. ‘his 
will be installed in front of Army Onerations Office. With such spirit and as- 

ier cages it is no wonder that two years hence flyers will say "They do things 1° 
oston. 

As stated, flying is beginning to increase, due largely to better weather 
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wadditioa of enother Pi-1 airplonewrlett was received from Middletown ate 
April 21st, being ferried rrom there by Lieut. Cobb. This gives us four 
ghips of that type, ani wo noeded it, as there are cbout 20 Reserve pilots fly 
ing every saturday afternoon and Thurscay evening till dark. This system 0 
flying one right a week is proving to be very popular with the Reserve Officers, 
as they can leave their officos and places of business and get ina good hop. 
Saturday, however, is their bust day, as they fly from noon until 5:00 o'clock. 
They are operating on reguler assigned missions and derive much benefit from 
such training and missions. 

MAjor Cummings, M.0., the Flight Surgoon, has been busy of late with 609 
examinations. Many Reserve pilots who have not flown for two or three years are 
now taking the 609, which will moan more flying if they pass examination ané 
check out O.K. Major Cummings, in addition to being Flight Surgeon, is Surmary 
Court, Morale and Athletic Officer, also President of the Cadet Examining Board. 

We are expecting tho German and Irish Trans-Atlantic Flyers here May 18th, 
They will draw at least 10,000 people to the Airport. It will be an awful cay 
for everybody here. There will be 500 National Guardsmen to hold the crowd in 
check, so I guess we will live through it. 

Private Neary from Mitchel Field reported for duty May lst. He is a pata- 
cmte rigser, and instead of sending parachutes to Mitchel they will be packsd 
here. Private Zucchero was. discharged today, and is going to try city life .n 
New York, but he will soon be looking for a recruiting office again - they al ¢. 
sooner or later, ' 

Sergecnt Anderson's son, who is a soldier at Mitchel Field, visited his cla 
man for three days, coming up with Lievt. Duke in the Amphibian and returning jo 
Mitchel with Liout. Stroae, who was a visitor here in an 0-1. 

Lieut. Shankle, who is tle Kerular A4vmy instructor with the Mass. Nationa, 
Qard at this station, recently took unto himsolf a wife, which no doubt will tc 
good news to his many frionds. Yes, he found himself a nice little Boston efi, 
and it is believed that it was somerthat of an air romance, as Mrs. Shankle prior 


to her marriage was taking flying instructions at one of the commercial companys 
here. 


‘ 


Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif. 





For the past two weeks all available grass and woed cutting equipment has 
been put into use in cutting over and clearing the flying field. Clearly visib « 
markers have been set indicating boundary lines of Army and Navy Airdromes. 

Roads leading across flying field have been closed and will be entirely removed. 
Vegetation that has probadly never known opposition to an undisturbed growth is 

being razed and before the end of May covery square foot of the flying field pro. 
per will be suitable for flying activities, leaving only the Navy lighter-than- 

air mooring mast a hazard. ; 

One carload of PT-1 airplanes were shinped to the Middletown Air Depot on 


April 23rd. Another car is being loaded with PT's for shipment to the Foirfie? } 
Depot. 


Bolling Field, Washington, D.C. 


Lieut. Robert L. Brookings and Lieut. Roy S. O'Neal ferried two O-ll's fro. 
the factory at Duffalo, arriving at Lolling Field at 6:45 p.m., on May 2nd, 

The 3clling Field baseball tean onenod the season with last year's brillia . 
form. On May Sth they defeated the Naval Hospital nine 10 to 6. On May 12th t’. 
Anacostia Eagles were on the short end of a 10 to 7 score, and on the 19th the 
boys from Fort Myer went home with tears in their eyes after surrendering to th 
Aviators. 

The pitching of McCaughey was the feature of this game. He struck out 


eleven, and the score at tho end of the game was 17 to 8. Not so bad fora 
start. 


Materiel Division, Wrizht Field, Dayton, Ohio, May 26th. 





General William E. Gillmore returned May 17th from Langley Field, Va., whe: 
he went to attend tac Third Annual Aircraft Bnugineering Ressarch Conference of 
executives and engincers of the aircraft industry, held under the auspices of t 

21 7- V-5795, A.C. 





National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, of which General Gillmore is a 
member. 

Lieut. Bayard Johnson left the Materiel Division April 16th for duty in the 
Philippine Islands. He and Mrs. Johnson with their children sailed on the trang. 
port leaving New York April 20th for California where, Lieut. Johnson having beey 
granted 28 days' leave, they were going to visit relatives until the sailing of 
the transport for the Philippines about June 8th. Lieut. Johnson came to the 
Materiel Division from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1919 and, 
connected with power plant work, has seen almost contimmous service here ever 
since. He was a member of the 1923 class of the Air Corps Engineering School, 
He and Mrs. Johnson will be greatly missed. 

Lieut. William N. Amis returned May 6th from the Curtiss plant at Garden 
City, Long Island, where he has gone to ferry to Wright Field a Curtiss X0-18 
observation airplane, which is a converted 0-1B, built about a Curtiss H-1640 
(Hex) engine. The plane was flow to the Materiel Division for performance 
testing. 

Lieut. Albert F. Hegenberger left May 14th for the east to fulfill a series 
of speaking engagements. In Philadelphia he addressed the Chamber of Commerce, 
his subject being "Charles Lawrance, the Designer of the Wright Whirlwind Engine 
and the Recipient of the Franklin Medal". In Pittsburgh he spoke before the 
Technical Club of Western Pennsylvania and the High School. In Worcester, Mass,, 
he appeared before the Worcester County Technical Club, and on June lst will ap- 
pear before the Case School of An»lied Science. 

Lieut. Wendell Brookley blew in to greet old friends on a return flight to 
Brooks Field from the east, showing the exuberance and pep of his old test 
piloting days at McCook Field. It was good to see him. 

Major Robert A. Hale, Medical Corns, left the Materiel Division for Bolling 
Field on April 8th, to take up the services of Flight Surgeon at that station. 
Major Hale has been with the Materiel Division since 1924, with the exception of 
three months during 1925 wien he was at Brooks Field taking flight training. 
Captain E.G. Reinartz replaces Major Hale. 

Captain E.E. Aidrin addressed the second classmen of West Point May 25th on 


"Research and Experiment in Aeronautics", 

Lieuts. C.F. Greene and S.P. Mills addressed the St. Louis Section, 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers at St. Louis, May 25th, on recent 
developments in Airplanes and in Engines, respectively. Colonel Paggeiow, C.0. 
of Scott Field, spoke also. 

General Preston Brown, of Boston, piloted by Lieut. Donald G. Duke, paid 
the Materiel Division a visit recently. 


luke Field, T.H., May 14th. 





The 5th Composite Group is continuing intensive training in preparation for 
whatever the "Gods" have in store. The 4th Observation Squadron pilots are fa- 
miliarizing themselves with the new Amphibians. "Lightning" Williamson and 
Earnie Moon hav demonstratcd that they can te safely landed on wing skid and one 
wheel. Chang Kemmer has hotly announced that the first man to scratch one will 
be summarily dealt with and, believe me, everyone steers clear of the "Terror of 
the Jungle". : 

The 23rd Bombardment Squadron, now commanded by Lieut. George W. Polk,A.C., 
Navigator de Inxe, Capt. L.L. Harvey having been promoted ? to the Elevated and 
Exalted Post of Group Operations Officer, will furnish two bombing teams for the 
maneuvers at Langley Field. Lieut. Hicks and Lieut. Morris will be the bombers 
and Lieuts. Ferguson and Tefft the pilots. Excellent scores vere made, and the 
command feels assured that the boys will bring home the bacon. Lieuts. Smith, 
72nd, and Shiveley , 4th, will be the Observation Team, the former firing Pilot 
Course "A", and the latter the rear guns. 

The 72nd Squadron, otherwise mow as the Light Bombardment Attack, Biplace 
Pursuit or what have you, commanded by Captain H.C. Drayton, "The Last of the 
Plainsmen" , has been indulging in varied maneuvers, including missions with . 
other branches , which have been very interesting and beneficial to all concerned. 

Quite a bit of excitement was furnished the other afternoon when "Spad", 
famous Canine owned by "Railroad" Brown, had a chill. "Railroad" immediately 
called Doc Beeson, who was on his way to shoot a few innocent Golfs, and the day 
was saved. Doc was heard to remark that it was the first grateful patient 
had had in months. 
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